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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


ARAB AGRICULTURAL INVESTMENT COMPANY--Abu Dhabi, 23 Dec (QNA)--The first Arab 
company for agricultural investment will be set up with a capital of $l 
billion. It will handle direct investments in agricultural projects by 
setting up agricultural companies in Arab countries, processing products, 
and trading in agricultural products and commodities, fertilizers and equip- 
ment. This was reported by 'Abd an-Nabi ash-Shu'lah, member of the board 

of directors of Bahraini Chamber of Commerce and Industry in a statement 

to the Abu Dhabi based newspaper AL-ITTIHAD. He said Bahrain has agreed to 
set up this company as a tax-free Bahraini company at the recommendation of 
the second conference of Arab businessmen and investors which was held in 
Morocco recently. He said the conference chose Bahrain as the location for 
this company and that branches will be set up in other Arab countries. He 
indicated that the company will be the first one able to set up other com- 
panies all over the Arab homeland. [Excerpts] [GF240527 Doha QNA in Arabic 
1123 GMT 23 Dec 83 GF] 


UNIFIED GCC OIL CONTRACTS--Doha, 21 Dec (WAKH)--Heads of GCC nationa! oil 
companies have agreed on unified contracts for sale for oil, gas and petroleum 
products. At a meeting that ended here last night, they also decided to set 
up unified marketing policy to avoid competition, member countries will also 
come to the aid of any one country which is unable to meet its production 
quotas. The proposals will be submitted to the oil cooperation permanent 
ministerial committee. The oil company heads discussed reports by a number 

of committees on refining, expertise, training, exploration, data exchange 

and incentives to encourage nationals to work in the oil industries. [Text! 
(GF211821 Manama WAKH in English 1630 GMT 21 Dec 83 GF] 


LEBANESE SHI'ITE MEETS IRANIAN AMBASSADOR--Damascus, 24 Dec, IRNA--Deputy 
chairman of the Shi'ite Supreme Assembly in Lebanon, Shaykh Muhammad Mahdi 
(Shamssedin), met today with the Iranian ambassador here, Hojjat ol-eslam 
'Ali Mohtashemi. In the meeting, the two sides discussed the need for the 
solidarity of Sunni and Shi'ite Muslim forces and the growth of the struggle 
in Lebanon. Shaykh (Shamssedin) condemned the decision by the Lebanese 
Phalangist government to break off diplomatic relations with the Islamic 
Republic, calling it a conspiracy by the United States and the Zionist regime. 
On ihursday, the Shaykh also held talks with the Syrian Foreign Minister 
'Abd al-Halim Khaddam. [Text] [LD251026 Tehran IRNA in English 0919 GMT 

25 Dec 83] 











AMF LOAN TO YAR--Abu Dhabi, 25 Dec (WAKH)--The Arab Monetary Fund [AMF] signed 
an agreement today to loan the YAR the amount of 9.5 arithmatic Arab dinars 
or about $29.6 million. The loan agreement was signed on the AMF side by 
its director, Sa'id Ghabbash, and on the YAR side by its ambassador to the 
UAE, Muhammad Hatim al-Khawi. The 5-year loan will be repaid in four equal 
semi-annual installments, the first of which will be due after 42 months. 
The loan will be granted at an interest rate ranging between 5.3 percent in 
the first year and 6.4 percent in the fifth year. This is the third loan 
the YAR has received from the AMF. This loan constitutes 93 percent of the 
YAR's share in the AMF's capital, which is paid in convertable currencies. 
[Excerpts] [GF251010 Manama WAKH in Arabic 0925 GMT 25 Dec 83 GF] 
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ALGERIA 


FLN CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 23-24 Dec 83 p l 


[Text] Following is a list of names of the members of the Central Committee who 
were elected, Thursday night, by the participants in the 5th National Liberation 
Front Party Congress: 


Bendjedid Cnadli, Ait Ouazou Arezki, Ait Messaoudene Said, Ait Chaalal Messaoud, 
Akhamokh Hadj Moussa, Allahoum Abdelmadjid, Ounissi Z'hor, Bitat Rabah, 
Belhouchet Abdellah, Benahmed Mohamed Abdelghani, Baki Boualem, Benhamouda 
Boualem, Benloucif Mostefa, Benzaza Mustapha, Benfrena Ahmed, Benmostefa Amar, 
Benmaalem Hocine, Bouchama Kamel, Belkheir Larbi, Benyelles Rachid, Bekhoucha 
Nourredine, Bensadek Mohamed Cherif, Belghaouti Miloud, Bouderbala Ahcene, 
Bessaih Boualem, Boudina Mustapha, Bouhadja Ali, Bouhara Abderrazak, Bouizem 
Mokhtar, Boumedris Abdellah, Bounakraf Abdelkader, Bouhadja Said, Baghdadi Ali, 
Boulabtateche Abdelkader, Betchine Mohamed, Brahimi Abdelhamid, Brahimi Brahim, 
Brahimi Mohamed EL Mili, Boukhalfa Mohamed, Bouricha Mohamed, Bachiri Menouar, 
Turki Abdellah, Khediri El Hadi, Hadjar Kherfane Abdelkader, Khelladi Nourredine, 
Khatib Djelloul, Khelef Abdelaziz, Kasdi Merbah, Khaldoun Bachir, Khaldi El 
Hasnaoui, Kharoubi Mohamed Cherif, Hamrouche Mouloud, Brerhi Abdelhak, Hachichi 
Zine El Abidine, Khelil Habib, Djeghaba Mohamed, Delouci Boualem, Houhou Dmajel 
Eddine, Djenouhat Ahmed, Hamdani Smail, Rouis Bachir, Rahal Yahia, Rais Mohamed, 
Rouighi Mohamed, Reguieg Benauouda, Zerhouni Ahmed, Zeroual Lamine, Zerdani Salah, 
Saadi Salim, Si Lahcene Larbi, Slimani Mohamed Lakhdar, Souidia Yahia, Saadi 
Athmane, Sahnoun Mohamed, Sbaa Ahmed, Saidi M'hamed, Souissi Abdelkrim, 

Cheloufi Mustapha, Cheriet Lazhari, Saadna Abdelkader, Taleb Ahmed Ibrahimi, 
Kerkeb Mokhtar, Kaouani Amar, Larabi Abdellah, Louanchi Mohamed Salah, Lakehal- 
Ayat Mejdoub; Messaadia Mohamed Cherif, Messaoudi Zitouni, Mazouzi Mohamed Said, 
Mami Abderrahmane, Nezzar Khaled, Nabi Belkacem, Mehri Abdelhamid, Nemmiche 
Bakhti Djelloul, Ataillia Mohamed, Alleg Mohamed, Slimani Mohamed (dit Moh Ouali), 
Abdelaoui Abdelkader, Abada Mohamed, Ali Amar Mohamed, Abderrahim Kamel, 

Akbi Abdelghani, Azzout El Hadj Benabdelkader, Abdessamad Mohamed Seghir, Abid 
Mustapha, Abdelli Hamid, Azzi Ali, Abada Abdelkrim, Abdellaoui Belkacem, Ghezaiel 
Abbas Benabbes, Ghazali Ahmed Ali, Nait Belkacem Mouloud Kassim, Flici Mohamed, 
Fekir Mohamed, Fadel Abdellah, Guenaizia Abdelmalek, Kaci Abdellah Mokhtar, 

Kara Abdelkader, Goudjil Salah, Hadjeres El Hachemi, Helaili Mohamed Seghir, 

Yala M'hamed, Yazid M'hamed, Haddam Tedjini. 











Following are the alternate members of the Central Committee: 


Nabi Mohamed, Chibane Abderrahmane, El Hadj Slimane Cherif, Hamani Ahmed, 
Ettayeb Leila, Bouzbid Abdelmadjid, Guenifed Mohamed-Salah, Zouaten Sadek, 
Chouchen Mohamed, Bengana Beigacem, Hanafi Tahar, Rouag Abdelmadjid, 
Laroussi Chafik, Bouiesnane Boumendjel, Farhat Mimoun, Zoubiri Larbi. 


In conformity with Article 98 of the statutes of the FLN party, the members of the 
Popular National Assembly who are members of the Central Committee are the 
following: 

Nouaouria Abdellah, Belayat Abderrahmane, Lemkami Mohamed, and Melaika Djelloul. 


The altermate members are: 


Ziari Abdelaziz, Dilmi Abbas, Bensalah Abdelkader, Chaibout Brahim, Tarfaya 
Ahmed Lamine. 


In conformity with Article 98 of the statutes of the FLN party, the members of the 
following mass organizations are members of the Central Committee: 


General Union of Algerian Workers: 
Benlakhdar Tayeb (Secretary General) 

Ait Abdelmalek Omar (Alternate member) 
Seghir El Hachemi (Alternate member) 
National Union of Algerian Peasants: 
Nadjem Aissa (Secretary General) 

Aloui Mohamei (Alternate member) 
Bouchagora Bouguerra (Alternate member) 
National Union of Algeria Youth: 
Djellouli Nourredine (Secretary General) 
Khodja Mustapha (Alternate member) 
Melakhsou Tahar (Alternate member) 
National Veterans’ Organization: 

Yalaoui Youcef (Secretary General) 

Salhi Mohamed Seghir (Alternate member) 
Belamane Ferhat (Alternate member) 
National Union of Algerian Women: 
Djeghroud Fatma-Zohra (Secretary General) 


Amamra Fatima (Alternate member) 
Tadrisset Khedidja (Alternate member) 
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ISRAEL 


WEST BANK SUPPORT FOR 'ARAFAT ANALYZED 
TA160859 Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 16 Dec 83 p 7 
[Commentary by David Bernstein: "Popularity Puzzle" 


[Text] A number of recent public opinion polls have confirmed that on the 
West Bank, the popularity of beleagured PLO Chairman Yasir ‘Arafat is, if 
anything, on the rise. 


Two polls this month alone, by the East Jerusalem AL-FAIR and Al-Baydar 
AS-SIYASI weeklies, found that over 90 percent of those asked favoured 
‘Arafat's continued leadership of the PLO. 


This should not be taken to mean that over 90 percent of the West Bank popu- 
lation is behind 'Arafat--the breakdown of the Al-Baydar AS-SIYASI sample, 
for example, reveals that a disproportionate number of those asked (45.19 
percent) have university education and live in the large urban centres 
(43.92 percent). But the polls do appear to support the impression in 
recent months that the bulk of the politically-active among them do, in 
fact, support the PLO leader. 


To most Israelis--who tend to view ‘Arafat with a mixture of revulsion and 
scorn--these findings are difficult to accept, and even more difficult to 
understand. 


Those who view him asa terrorist monster with absolutely no redeeming qual- 
ities at all might attempt to explain this support as simply a reflection 
of the deep-seated, uncompromising anti-Semitism of the bulk of the Arabs. 


But even they would be hard put to explain why, in such a case, ‘Arafat is 
preferred to his even more virulently anti-Israel opponents in the PLO, who 
all but managed to force his ouster this year because they viewed him as too 
"moderate." 


Others, who are prepared to concede that ‘Arafat is considerably more complex 
than a simple terrorist, and who grant that today's terrorists might become 

tomorrow's statesmen--think of Kenya's Kenyatta, Cyprus' Makarios, Zimbabwe's 
Mugabe--are puzzled by the fact that he has managed to retain so much support 
despite his apparent gross mismanagement of the Palestinian cause. They can 











understand a successful terrorist leader maintaining the edulation of his 
followers, but not one as patently unsuccessful as ‘Arafat, who appears to 
have done little more than lead his people from one disaster to another. 


fhe Palestinians themselves plainly do not see things this way. For all his 
mistakes--and there has been considerable criticism of ‘Arafat, both within 
and without the PLO--he is still very widely viewed as the most authentic 
voice of Palestinian nationalism. 


This is true despite the two massive military defeats he has suffered in 
Lebanon over the past 18 months, at the hands of Israel in Beirut last year 
and at the hands of the Syrian backed rebels in his own Fatah movement this 
year. And it only goes to underscore that there is absolutely no correla- 
tion between ‘Arafat's military strength and his popular appeal. 


Just why he is so viewed derives, first and foremost, from the fact that he 
has no serious rival. No one else ’1as managed to etch himself into the mind 
of the Palestinians or of the world at large as the symbol of Palestinian 
nationalism. 


[t was ‘Arafat who managed to elevate the Palestinian cause from a refugee 
problem in need of a humanitarian solution to a nationalist issue in need 

of a political solution. That is now axiomatic to most governments, including 
that of the U.S., but certainly was not so before ‘Arafat arrived on the 

scene and endeavoured to guide the Palestinian struggle away from the stigma 
of terrorism towards the respectability of diplomacy. 


The importance of this fact--'Arafat as the living symbol of Palestinian 
nationalism--cannot be overestimated. And those who have tried to disregard 

it have done so at their peril--as Syria and its proteges in the PLO found 

out in their abortive attempt to unseat the PLO leader in the latest rebellion. 
Despite their overwhelming military strength, they were forced to let ‘Arafat 
off the hook--because to destroy him would have destroyed the PLO as an 
authentic voice of Palestinian nationalism. 


Beyond that, there is something about ‘Arafat's brand of pragmatism that 
appears to appeal to most Palestinians, who have never been drawn in any 
great numbers to the far more doctrinaire revolutionary philosophies espoused 
by the radical groups in the PLO--George Habash's Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine and Nayif Hawatimah's Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine. 


There appears to have been a perception that, somehow, the radical commitment 
to armed struggle against Israel is irrelevant to their predicament, that 
the promise it holds, if realizable at all, lies in the distant future. 


On the other hand, ‘Arafat, with his apparent readiness to compromise and 
maneuver in a bid to make limited tactical gains, seems to appear to them 
far more relevant in the present circumstances. The hope he holds out may 














be slim, but it does seem more than that held out by the radicals, who, for 
the foreseeable future, would keep the Palestinians locked in a hopeless 
armed struggle against an overwhelmingly powerful enemy. 


These are powerful points in 'Arafat's favour, and they have been little 
affected by his miserable military performance in Lebanon. 


That he has been badly beaten twice in 18 months by far more powerful enemies 
appears not to be seen by the Palestinians as any kind of disgrace--certainly 
no more disgraceful than their own humiliating defeats over the past few 
decades. 


His very impotence in the face of overwhelming odds has come, it would seem, 
to symbolize their own impotence and wretchedness--if anything, increasing 
his popular appeal. 


It would appear that nations don't always want or need great leaders, who 
at certain periods of their history do not reflect their reality. Thus, a 
war-weary Britain found it had no need for Churchill when World War II was 
over, and dumped him in favour of Atlec, a man cut to much smaller scale 
than Churchill and more in keeping with Britain's own reduced self-image. 


'Arafat may today cut a pathetic figure. But then, the Palestinians are, 
at the present juncture of their history, a patnetic people. 


CSO: 4400/102 

















ISRAEL 


HARIF ON U.S.-[SRAELI COOPERATION 
TA161211 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 16 Dec 83 p 14 


[Commentary by Yosef Harif: "The Arabs Fell Upon Them; United States Did 
Not Panic" ] 


[Excerpts] Two days after U.S. President Ronald Reagan made a public declara- 
tion--that in his talks with Prime Minister Yitzhaq Shamir they had reaffirmed 
the "ties of friendship and cooperation between our two countries....And we 
expressed our firm determination to strengthen and develop these ties for 

the sake of the interests common to both of us,''--Reagan sent a letter to 
Shamir in which he "sums up" the visit. 


However, although this "summing up" of the results of the talks gives Israel 
"new hope,'' as the prime minister wrote in his reply to Reagan, the question 
arises as to what will happen to this 'cooperation' in practice, what the 
nature of this cooperation will be, beyond the remarks--which is good news 
per se--made by the President and Secretary of State Shultz, who, in a per- 
sonal letter to the prime minister, also speaks about this. 


Ever since Prime Minister Yitzhaq Shamir and Defense Minister Moshe Arens 
took leave of their hosts in Washington, this question has continued to 
occupy policymakers in Jerusalem. 


As a sort of acid test of a realistic evaluation of what the prime minister 
called the "results of the visit," people here thought that the substance 

of this special visit, during and after which the administration, both pub- 
licly and privately, said things which it seems it has never ever said pre- 
viously, can be studied in two ways: The administration's reaction when the 
expected storm breaks in the Arab world when it learns the main points of 
the agreement on political and strategic cooperation; and how the agreement 
is translated into actions when the political-military group that is to 
examine "the ways to increase cooperation between Israel and the United 
States" meets, at the President's directive. 


As for the substance of the cooperation, as formulated by the political-mili- 
tary group, for the moment, nothing can be known for certain, because it will 
only meet next month in Washington. However, according to initial signs, 
there is some point to determining that although there is not yet any document 








on the lines of the "memorandum of strategic understanding" of December 1981, 
there will be genuine substance in the agreement [sikum] for cooperation. 

The U.S. delegations that have begun to come to Israel to deal with real 
issues, the visits by senior security personnel scheduled to be made within 
the next few weeks, the improvement in the terms of the military aid, and 

the promise to discuss its increase at Israel's request if the special terms 
require this, all these are only some of the encouraging signs. However, 

for caution's sake, we should wait until January. 


In the meantime an examination can be made according to "what there is": 
how the administration's authorized spokesmen react to the Arab storm and 
the over-covert threats that will accompany it. 


There is no doubt that a continuation of the shelling by the Israeli Navy 

on the one hand, and the almost simultaneous reaction by the Marines against 
targets in Lebanon, including Syrian objectives, on the other, are evidence 
that the United States is not, as in the past, being deterred by reactions 
from the "Arab world." If any illustration was needed for this, Secretary 
of State George Shultz' reaction in Morocco supplied it. 


Differences of opinion have certainly remained between the United States and 
Israel on very basic issues, such as the settlements, which the United Staies 
wants frozen; the Reagan plan, which claims that Security Council Resolution 
242 "applies to the West Bank and Gaza and an Israeli withdrawal is required 
in return for peace''; and possibly also on the question of the PLO's status 
in the peace process. Nevertheless, it is impossible not to be impressed 

by the "new line" in U.S. foreign policy, as being laid out by Reagan and 
Shultz. 


"We can now reveal" that evaluations made prior to Shamir's and Arens' trip 
to Washington--what is called a "prognosis"--regarding the U.S. position on 
the Lebanese problem, spoke of a U.S. attempt to uproot [la'aqor] the agree- 
ment between Lebanon and Israel, to bypass it, and freeze the letters accom- 
panying it. It is a fact: none of this happened. In contrast to this, what 
did happen was the opposite: U.S. support for the 1/7 May agreement with all 
its sections and annexes. 


There are people who say that all the evidence of the partnership between 

the United States and Israel is in fact focused only om the Lebanese issue. 
That is, if the Lebanese issue disappears, so will the "political-military 
partnership.'' Even those who think this way admit that the evidence of the 
partnership now, in statements and in action, is unprecedented since the state 
was established, but they cast doubts on the duration of this partnership. 


However, even if the skeptics are right, the existing partnership cannot pass 
from the world just like that, without leaving some sort of impression in 

the Arab world. Why, then, should one assume that a situation may be created 
in which instead of "making the ties closer,'' as mentioned by Reagan, and 
"the broadening and deepening of ties" between the United States and Israel, 
which was mentioned by Shultz, the era of "confrontations" and "pressures" 








and "reassessments" will return? Why not assume that in the acceleration of 
the events in the area over the past few years, the United States has also 
learned something from reality? When was any U.S. secretary of state prepared 
to make declarations such as those by Shultz, and on Arab soil! Is all this 
only because of Lebanon and Israel's position there? 


Just as the political developments in U.S. foreign policy should not be seen 
as a "revolution," neither should they be regarded just as tactics, and that 
is all. This may be the beginning of a process, and it is hard for people 
who have become accustomed to certain ways of thinking and acting to absorb 
different concepts. 


This applies to traditional "Arabist" circles in the United States and to 
politicians in Western Europe who, knowingly or not, have become slaves 
dependent on Arab oil and have remained slaves in spirit even after the Arab 
oil threat ceased to be a threat. 


Nobody will have any illusions that the United States is capable of putting 
all its eggs in the Israeli basket. All Israeli policy has ever aimed at 

is to convince Washington that it would be better to discuss arrangements 
with Israel without the terrible fear of the Arab whip. It does not have 

to conceal its friendship for Israel lest the "Arab world" become angry with 
it. On the contrary, the more the Arab world realizes that Israel will not 
be abandoned by the United States, the more it will be convinced that it must, 
for its own good, look for a way to talk with Washington and perhaps, in the 
course of time, with Israel, too. 


CSO: 4400/102 
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ISRAEL 


BUDGET APPROVED FOR LEBANON REPRESENTATION 
TAL30958 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 13 Dec 83 p 2 
[Report by Gid'on Alon] 


[Text] The Finance Committe recently approved a special budget, totalling 
/0 million shekels, for establishing and operating an Israeli representation 
in Lebanon. This was done at the request of the Finance Ministry's budget 
department. 


In the explanatory remarks accompanying the request, submitted by the director 
of the budget department in the Treasury, Ya'akov Gadish, the latter notes 
that a permanent representation has been established in Lebanon, in accordance 
with an agreement signed between Israel and Lebanon. 


The major part of the budget--48 million shekels--is intended to set up a 
communications system, the purchase of equipment and office furniture, house- 
hold furniture, basic electrical appliances, and rent. The budget also 
includes 13 million shekels for the operating expenses of the representation, 
including food, electricity, water, cooking gas, fuel, and cleaning expenses. 


The budget director points out that 3.6 million shekels of this budget are 
intended for purchasing cars for the representation; 1.6 million shekels for 
local workers' salaries; 1.8 million shekels for cables, telephone calls and 
postal charges, and 1.3 million shekels for information activities. The 
[Israeli representation in Lebanon is located near Beirut and its staff 
includes Foreign Ministry workers. 
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ISRAEL 


BRLEFS 


DEMOLITION, SEALING OF HOUSES FORBIDDEN--The High Court of Justice today 
issued an interim order forbidding the defense minister from ordering the 
sealing off or demolition of two houses inhabited by the (Abu nana) family 
from the Abu Tor suburb of Jerusalem. Our correspondent Arye Gus reports 
that the sons of two of the appellants were detained about a month ago and 
the police told their fathers that they confessed to being involved in the 
murder of Aharon Gross [in Hebron about 6 months ago]. Yesterday their 
houses were measured and, following the demolition of houses belonging to 
families of others who were in that squad, it was feared that the defense 
minister would soon order the sealing off or demolition of their houses. 

In their appeal the members of the (Abu Snana) family say that the parents 
should not have to pay for the sins of their sons, and that the demolition 
or sealing off of houses is contrary to international law. [Text] [TA151545 
Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1400 GMT 15 Dec 83] 


JORDANIAN REJECTION OF LEAGUES GESTURES--This correspondent has learned that 
Jordan recently rejected conciliatory feelers by the Arab area village 
leagues. Some of the leagues' leaders, including Jamil al-'Amalah, wanted 
to visit Jordan, but it was made clear to them that they would be arrested 
immediately on arrival. Jamil al-'Amalah requested a meeting with Prince 
Hasan in London some time ago, but did not receive a reply. It has also 
been learned that the area village league in Hebron has been virtually 
disbanded, and only four villages belong to it. [Text] [TA181214 Tel Aviv 
'AL HAMISHMAR in Hebrew 18 Dec 83 p 1] 


COL ADVANCE 17.0 PERCENT--Tel Aviv--Workers next Sunday are to receive about 
a 17.9 percent advance on their Cost-of-Living [COL] Allowance, according 

to an agreement that the Coordinating Bureau of Economic Organizations and 
the Histadrut labour federation signed here last night. The Treasury also 
undertook to update income-tax brackets and tax-credit points so that the 
added income will not push workers into higher tax brackets. The agreement 
signed at Histadrut headquarters ended a long dispute over the C-o-L advance 
to compensate for the serious erosion in workers' pay due to the spiralling 
inflation. In its struggle for the advance, the Histadrut on Friday launched 
300 countryside protest meetings and threatened strikes unless its demands 
were met. [Excerpt] [TA190930 Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 19 


Dec 83 pp 1, 2] 
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JORDAN 


DETAILS OF NEW BUDGET DESCRIBED AT LENGTH BEFORE PARLIAMENT 
Amman AL=DUSTUR in Arabic 29 Nov 83 pp 8-10 


[Article by Ahmad Shakir: "The Volume of the Budget Is 776,700,000 Dirhams; 
Revenues Are 449 Milion Dinars, Arab Aid Is 183 Million, and Domestic and 
Foreign Loans Are 127 Million" ] 


[Excerpt] The government presented the draft of its law on the budget for 
the coming fiscal year to the National Consultative Assembly yesterday. This 
budget came to about 776 million dinars and the deficit came to about 17 
million dinars. 


The draft of the law was handed over to the Financial and Administrative 
Committee for study, and it is expected that the National Assembly will hold 
a meeting in 2 weeks to discuss the draft and the committee's recomnenda- 
tions. 


In addition, a statement by the minister of finance concerning the draft of 
the general budget law was heard in yesterday's session. 


The assembly gave its agreement to the law amending the Law on Maritime 
Commerce and began with a discussion of the draft law on oversight of 
insurance activities. It also heard the ministries’ rep] ‘es to a number of 
requests for clarification and recommendations, gave agreement to the Ser- 
vice Committee's resolutions on environmental pollution in the eastern 
sections of the capital, al-Zarqa' and al-Rusayfah, and submitted two recom- 
mendations on the insurance of employment housing in the governorates and 
another on the provision of housing policy by the National Higher Housing 
Committee, 


The start of the session: 


The National Consultative Assembly held its 67th session yesterday morning 
under the chairmanship of Mr Sulayman ‘Arar, chairman of the assembly, in 
the attendance of Mr Mudar Badran, the prime minister, and the ministers. 
Also attending the session were the members of the Consultative Budget 
Committee, the governor of the Central Bank, the chairman of the Accounting 
Bureau, the chairman of the National Planning Council, the deputy ministers 
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for financing, industry and commerce and customs, the directors of the 
general budget, income tax and accessories, and senior officials in the 
General Budget Department. 


People who could not attend: 


Mr Yahya al-Darubi, the secretary general of the assembly, read out the 
names of the people whe could not attend the session: Eng ‘Umar ‘Abdallah, 
Dr Jamal al-Sha*ir, Mahmud al-Kayid, ‘Umar al-Nabulusi, and 'Abd-al-Majid 
al-Shuraydah,. 


The law on the budget: 


Mr al-Darubi then read out the letter from the prime minister containing the 
presentation of the draft general budget law for the fiscal year 1984 to the 
council. 


The statement by the minister of finance: 


Mr Salim Musa‘*idah, the minister of finance, then gave the statement on the 
budget for next year, 1984, dealing with the dimensions of the budget and 
the goals which the government has aspired to achieve in this draft, fore- 
most among them preservation of the high level of our armed forces, atten- 
tion to the public security agencies, fulfilment of international commit- 
ments, domestic and foreign, Jordan's continuing commitment toward our 
brothers in the occupied territories, the general provision of modern living 
necessities by conveying water and electricity to the most extensive areas 
of the kingdom and all the population accumulations in it, and their linkup 
through the necessary roads. The sum of 32 million dinars has been allocated 
for roads, 47 million dinars for water, and 29 million dinars for electrici- 
ty projects. 


Herewith is a text of the statement by the minister of finance: 
Text of the Statement 


Herewith is a text of the statement by Mr Salim Musa'idah, the minister of 
finance and the general budget: 


Your excellency the chairman: 
Honored lady and gentleman members: 


The preparation of the draft general budget for the year 1984 and its 
submission to your venerable assembly are occurring at a time when the 
government continues to work with the utmost effort and insistence to a- 
chieve the promise it made in the budget letter for the current year, 1983, 
to the effect that we will make up for any deficits in revenues with atten- 
tion to spending, thoroughness in work, and responsibility and sincerity of 
conduct in the performance of duties. 
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Another year of the recession which has dominated the world has elapsed, 
affecting our Arab region and the Jordanian economy in particular. This has 
been reflected in an etfective manner on our direct revenues and Arab aid. 
The government has striven, in difficult circumstances, to alleviate the 
negative effects of this recession and the great reduction in the volume of 
revenues, and with thanks to God has managed to transcend the stifling 
crisis which I think and hope has started to ease up. 


In spite of the limited scope of the resources available to the kingdom and 
the negative effects of worldwide inflation and recession, Jordan, this and 
previous years, has made achievements which prompt us to be optimistic and 
have greater confidence in the course of well-being and construction it is 
pursuing. Domestic product has developed, reaching the sum of 1,897,000,000 
dinars this year in current prices as compared with 1,712,000,000 dinars 
last year. In addition, the Jordanian dinar has preserved its value in the 
face of the severe fluctuations which most foreign currencies have experi- 
enced, economic stability in the kingdom has been strengthened, the Jorda- 
nian banking system has contributed to the financing of the process of 
economic construction, and the process of development and the execution of 
S-year plan projects continued in a carefully thought out, intelligent 
manner this year and in an accelerated manner in 1981 and 1982, since 
spending in the course of those 2 years was 170 million dinars over the 
estimated amount. In spite of the drop in the levels of worker emigration, 
the rate of labor and employment is still at the level of full employment. 
As regards our local revenues and the degree to which they respond to the 
budget's current spending requirements, these also exceeded the estimates of 
the development plan; while local revenues in 1979 covered 58.5 percent of 
current spending, they rose this year to more than 88 percent. 


Your excellency the chairman: 


Estimates for local revenues and Arab aid this year were 639 million dinars, 
but they most unfortunate ly declined to about 526 million dinars. The gov- 
ernment had to deal with this situation, and determined first of all to 
control government spending in an unprecedented manner, to a degree which 
would not influence the effectiveness of government agencies and the perfor- 
mance of their responsibilities. It also determined to impose some levies 
and review some financial legislation and customs tariff sections in terms 
of increases or decreases so that some increase in revenues would be rea- 
lized, protection, encouragement and growth opportunities would be provided 
to some local industries, and they would be guaranteed the provision of a 
suitable climate for investment and investment encouragement. It also deter- 
mined to reduce interest in general, provide liquidity for the banking 
system, and preserve the gains which had resulted from the reduction in 
inflation rates. The government also determined to borrow domestically and 
abroad to make up what it had not been able to compensate for through 
savings in spending and to pay off the commitments which had devolved upon 
it, which came about not because of the deficit in revenues also estimated 
in the general budget but through the repayment of additional commitments 
which had arisen from the arms procurement program to which the armed forces 
had committed themselves, which are financed from the Arab support fund, 
whose revenues are restricted to the allocations made to it from Arab aid 
and which witnessed a more severe decline in its revenues this year. 
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The government perforce resorted to borrowing on commercial terms Cand for 
non-developmental purposes, on some occasions), for a single reason, which 
was the government's concern to meet its commitments, maintain Jordan's 
bright appearance in international financial circles and assert its credibi- 
lity and its care in carrying out its commitments. 


The preparation of the draft general budget for 1984 and its presentation to 
your venerable assembly is taking place in all these circumstances. It is 
obvious, since this is the case, that this draft should be distinguished by 
extreme attention to spending on all activities and in various fields, with 
conservative estimates and wariness regarding internal revenues, and that 
that should all be programmed within a balanced equation which will cause 
the country to avoid pitfalls which God should not permit and will enable it 
to realize the phenomenon whose first fruits have started to appear, which 
is self reliance and the attainment of self-sufficiency in spending on vital 
internal matters from its local revenues. 


Proceeding from these facts, the figures contained in the draft budget, 
while being small in size on some occasions, are large and very important in 
terms of their meaning and significance. 


Your excellency the chairman: 
Honored lady and gentleman members: 


The draft budget for the coming year, 1984, which I am submitting to your 
venerable assembly and all citizens, accompanied by confidence in the aware- 
ness of the Jordanian citizen and his readiness to exert himself for the 
sake of the nation and take part in bearing responsibility in this decisive 
stage of the history of our beloved country in a manner which will realize 
its development and prosperity, will guarantee its strength and resistance 
to the storms that surround it and will ensure its competence and reliance 
on itself and its internal resources in the near future, lies within the 
facts that I have referred to, and within the limits of the revenues which 
the government is estimating will be available. Among the most prominent 
goals which the government intends to realize in this draft are the follow- 
ing: 


1. Retention of the high level our armed forces have reached in terms of 
numbers and equipment and attention to the general security agencies in a 
manner which will guarantee that they all protect the nation's territory 

and preserve its foreign and domestic security and perform Jordan's national 
responsibility in undertaking to defend the Arab nation. 


2. The meeting of international financial commitments, foreign and domestic, 
paying loans, paying off debts, and paying the interest due on them on time 
in a manner by which we will guarantee that the government will be able to 
borrow on the best terms available in the international financial markets, 
whenever our need requires that recourse be made to these markets. 


3. Jordan's continued fulfilment of its commitments toward our brothers in 
the occupied territories and the performance of the undertakings the 
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povernment has made toward them in previous years, in order to strengthen 
their firm presence on their land. 


4, The attainment of one of the basic objectives of the 5-year plan, which 
is embodied in the ability to be self-reliant, so that our local revenues 
will be sufficient for all the current expenses of the government; our 
estimated local revenues in the coming budget will be sufficient to cover 
all estimated current expenses; the plan has set the date for attaining that 
as the end of 1985, which is the final year of the current 5-year plan. 


5. The general provision of modern living requirements, by bringing water 
and electricity to the broadest portion of the kingdom, in all the popula- 
tion accumulations in it, and linking them up by the necessary roads. The 
necessary allocations have been made for this, since the sum of 32 million 
dinars has been allocated for roads, 47 million dinars for water projects, 
and 29 million dinars for electricity projects in the draft budget, in 
addition to the other amounts which have been allocated in the draft special 
budgets in the organizations operating in these sectors, as the sum of 20 
million dinars has been allocated to water projects and 18 million dinars to 
electricity projects, and half a million dinars a year have been allocated 
from fuel revenues, in addition to the receipts from the rural piaster, 
which are estimated at 1.8 million dinars, to guarantee that the kingdom is 
rapidly covered with the electricity system and that the period stipulated 
for completing it is shortened. 


6. The continued subsidization of fuel, power and some supply materials, 
most particularly wheat, because, although the government has tended to 
rationalize spending on commodity subsidies and reducing it to the lowest 
possible level, the government, in settling the financial relationship with 
the oil refinery company, has found that the costs of oil products in 
comparison with their sales prices at the current levels require government 
subsidization of about 18 million dinars, which for the most part are re- 
lated to distillates and gasoline. It is also apparent that preserving the 
current price of bread and buying ordinary wheat from farmers at feasible 
prices which will encourage them to develop this crop and expand it will 
require subsidization of about 12 million dinars, most of which will be paid 
for within the Ministry of Supply, out of silos and coolers and its transac- 
tions account. 


Your excellency the chairman: 

Honored lady and gentleman members: 

Through a review of the document of the draft budget for the coming fiscal 
year, 1984, presented to you, it is possible to specify the volume and 
dimensions of the budget as follows: 

One: The Volume of the Budget 

The estimated budget fizures come to 776.7 million dinars, as compared with 


775.37 million dinars in the estimated budget for this year. That is, the 
figures for the budget for next year amount approximately to the figures for 
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this year’s budget, with no growth worth mentionin”™. However, comparing the 
volume of the budget with a re-estimation of the volume of his year's 
budget, which comes to 717,656,000,000 dinars, shows a growth of 8.2 per- 
cent. Attaining this rate of growth is contingent on the realization of the 
revenues estimated for the budget next year. 


Two: Revenues 


Local revenues for next year have been estimated at 449 million dinars, as 
compared with the revenues which had previously been estimated for this 
year, or 424 million dinars, which were re-estimated at 396 million dinars, 
that is, an increase of 53 million dinars. This represents an increase of 
5.9 percent over estimated revenues and 13.4 percent over re-estimated 
revenues. 


The attainment of the latter growth rate is also contingent on the acquisi-~ 
tion of the local revenues estimated for the coming year. 


Arab aid for next year has also been estimated at 183 million dinars, as 
compared with 215 million dinars estimated for this year, that is, a drop of 
32 million dinars, in addition to the drop in the Arab support fund. 


With regard to loans, domestic and foreign loans have been estimated at 21 
million dinars and development loans on easy, simplified terms have been 
estimated at 106 million dinars as compared with the estimated 86 million 
dinars for this year. 


Third: Expenditures 
A. Current expenditures. 


Current expenditures have been estimated at 452,525,000,000 dinars, while 
for this year they were estimated at 471,448,000,000 dinars, which was re- 
estimated at 448.98 million dinars in the course of this year. This means 
that current expenditures in the coming year will exceed current expendi- 
tures for this year by only 3,545,000 dinars. It is to be noticed that the 
estimated amount of current expenditures is less than the amount estimated 
for local revenues by 3,525,000 dinars. Through a calculation, it is appa- 
rent that local revenues will cover more than 99 percent of current expendi- 
tures, and this essentially may be attributed to pressure on and control of 
government spending. 


B. Capital expenditures. 


Capital expenditures and expenditures allocated to development plan projects 
and other projects have been estimated at 218,175,000 dinars, of which 
73,275,000 will be to pay off instalments on loans and commitments. The 
expenditures on projects financed by loans will total 106 million dinars. 
Thus ordinary and development capital expenditures next year will be 
334,175,000 dinars. 
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Fourth: The Deficit 

Comparing, the estimated figures for expenditures, which come to 776.7 mil- 
lion dinars, with the estimated figures for revenues and loans, which come 
to 759 million dinars, it is apparent that the anticipated deficit will be 
17.7 million dinars, that is, 2.6 percent of the volume of Chapter Two of 
the budget and 3.9 percent of local revenues. This is a reasonable, indeed 
low and acceptable, percentage by all financial and economic criteria. 
Fitth: Independent General Organizations 

The draft general budget includes subsidies of 37 million dinars for Jorda- 
nian universities and independent general organizations which are concerned 
with education, water, housing, cooperative activity, guidance, training and 
other basic services. It is expected that the total spending on independent 
government organizations will exceed 450 million dinars, and if this figure 
is added to the total expenses estimated in this draft, the volume of public 
spending in the coming year will exceed 1,225,000,000 dinars. 


By classifying expenditures on the bases of their own activities or sectors, 
it is apparent that expenses are broken down as follows: 


1. General administration, 4,228,000 dinars. 
2. Defense and security, 204,627,000 dinars. 
3. International affairs, 5,928,000 dinars. 
4, Financial administration, 223.56 mi’lion dinars. 


This includes the repayment of interest and instalments on loans, retire- 
ment, and support for organizations. 


5. Economic development, 297,884,000 dinars. 

6. Social services, 90,248,000 dinars. 

7. Information and cultural services, 10,356,000 dinars. 

8. Transportation and communications, 29,969,000 dinars. 

Total, 776.7 million dinars. 

Your excellency the chairman: 

Honored lady and gentleman mmbers: 

The law on the people's army has been issued. This has the objective of 
preparing those members of the public who are able to do so to defend the 
nation, in order to constitute firm support for our armed forces in perform- 


ing their national duty and deterring the nation's enemies from committing 
aggression against it or infringing on it. 








The execution of this law has begun, but it has not proceeded with the basic 
measures that will entail large financial commitments for the treasury. 
There has been procrastination in adopting these, because of the low level 
of revenues this year and the pressure of increasing financial commitments 
in the course of it. 


In addition, these same reasons have not enabled us to set aside the alloca- 
tions necessary to prepare this army and equip it with weapons, in the draft 
that has been presented to your noble assembly. However, the government is 
working, earnestly to provide necessary resources to realize this lofty goal 
and it hopes that success will soon be its ally in this. 


Your excellency the chairman: 
Honored lady and gentleman members: 


While some fraternal Arab countries’ failure to pay the aid they had commit- 
ted themselves to pay Jordan at the summit conferences has been one of the 
most important main reasons resulting in the financial difficulties referred 
to above, fairness demands that one point out that these countries consider 
that these commitments of theirs are outstanding and that they will fulfill 
them and pay them to Jordan whenever their financial circumstances so per- 
mit. ' in the name of the government, while registering my appreciation to 
them for this commitment, present thanks and acknowledgment to the two 
fraternal countries of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and Kuwait for their 
fulfilment of their national commitments toward Jordan and payment of the 
sums that devolve upon them at the stipulated times. 


Your excellency the chairman: 
Honored lady and gentleman members: 


Jordan, throughout its long history, has gone through circumstances which 
have at times been marked by prosperity and at other times distinguished by 
suffering. However, it has emerged from them all, either seriously, not 
disregarding the blessings, or with inspiration, not weakened or humbled by 
need and pressure. In all this, it has been guided by the positions of his 
majesty its king and the leader of its progress and his statements. In the 
course of Jordan's blessed, bountiful progress, many facts have grown and 
reproduced themselves, and gains and achievements have been realized and 
have proliferated. However, the country, which, from the beginning, has gone 
through a life of sweat and struggle, has not submitted itself, and never 
will submit submit itself, to torpor and indifference. Let that be for us, 
citizens and officials, in the positions and statements of the leader, the 
best attributes we can be provided in repudiating a life of laxity, and 
orienting ourselves all toward serious, purposeful work, from the point of 
departure of participation and the feeling of responsibility. 


God is the guardian of success. 


Peace and God's mercy and blessings be upon you. 
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The following are the contents of the general budget law for the fiscal year 
19843 


Text of the Law 


Article One. This law will be called the general budget law for the fiscal 
year 1984, and will be in effect as of 1 January 1984, 


Article Two. The government's revenues and expenditures for the 12 months 
ending on 31 December 1984 are estimated to be as follows: 


Revenues, in dinars Expenditures, in dinars 
A. Chapter One 653,000,000 670,700,000 
8. Chapter Two 106,000,000 106,000,000 
Total 759,000,000 776,700,000 


Article Three. The Chapter One deficit, totalling 17.7 million dinars, will 
be covered by savings in expenditures and improvements in revenues and by 
domestic and foreign loans. 


Article Four. A. The revenues shown in Chapter One will be allocated to 
cover the expenditures in Chapter One. 


B. The revenues shown in Chapter One will be allocated to cover the expendi- 
tures in Chapter Two. 


C. The Arab financial aid allocated to cover non-current expenditures for 
the Jordanian armed forces will be deposited in the fund established for 
this purpose, and disbursements will be made from it by decree of the 
Council of Ministers. 


Article Five. With attention to the provisions of Article Four of this law: 


A. Disbursements will be made from the allocations set aside in this law in 
accordance with general or particular financial orders and in accordance 
with monthly financial drafts approved by the General Budget Department. 


B. It is permitted to issue financial drafts for allocations for more than 1 
month for current or capital expenditures if special reasons exist for 
exceeding the allocations for a given month. 


C. If the execution of any capital project for which allocations appear in 
the section of a given ministry or department is assigned to another minis- 
try (or department), the authority to spend from the allocations included in 
the approved financial draft will be conveyed to the person in charge of 
spending in the latter ministry (or department). 
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D. The allocations included in financial drafts may not be disbursed for 
purposes other than those for which they are stipulated, and it is not 
permitted to exceed the allocations included in those drafts. 


E. It is not permitted to commit oneself to any sum exceeding the capital 
allocations included in the financial orders except by the agreement of the 
Council of Ministers, in accordance with the determination of the minister of 
finance and the general budget. 


Article Six. A. Disbursement from the allocations for aid to emigrants will be 
made by decree of the Council of Ministers, in accordance with a determina- 
tion by the minister of finance and the general budget and the minister of 
occupied territory affairs. 


B. Disbursement from the allocations for support and emergency expenditures 
will be made by decree of the Council of Ministers, in accordance with the 
determination of the minister of finance and the general budget. 


Article Seven. Allocations may be transferred from one section to another 
only by law. 


Article Eight. A. Allocations may be transferred from articles on current 
expenditures to articles on capital expenditures in the same section by 
decree of the Council of Ministers, in accordance with the determination of 
the minister of finance and the general budget, but transfers may not be 
made in the opposite direction. 


B. It is not permitted to transfer allocations from salaries, wages and 
raises contained in Group 10 to any other group, or in the opposite direc- 
tion, 


C. With attention to the provisions of Paragraphs A and B of this article, 
allocations may be transferred from one program to another, from one article 
to another, or from one subsection to another in the same section by agree- 
ment of the minister of finance and the general budget. 


D. Officials who are covered by the provisions of the civil service statute 
in effect may not be appointed at the expense of allocations for workers' 
wages set aside in Article 14 of Group 10 in all chapters of current expen- 
ditures. 


E. Officials who are covered by the provisions of the civil service statute 
in effect may not be appointed at the expense of allocations set aside to 
carry out capital projects except by written agreement of the prime minis- 
ter, in accordance with the determination of the minister of finance and the 
peneral budget. 


Article Nine. The work of employees appointed at the expense of allocations 
for capital projects will end when the execution of these projects ends or 
these allocations are used up. 

















Article 10. Regardless of the contents of any other law or statute, the 
organizational charts of the ministries and government departments and 
organizations for which allocations are set aside in Group 10 of any chapter 
on current expenditures in this law will be determined by a statute speci- 
fying the number of classified and unclassified positions and positions on 
contracts, the names of these positions, and their grades or salaries. 
Positions of government organizations for whose employees special statutes 
exist, positions in the diplomatic service and local positions in the Jorda- 
nian embassies and consulates outside the kingdom will be exempted from 
this, since their organizational charts will be determined in accordance 
with the provisions of their own statutes. 


Article 11. The table on revenues and expenditures accompanying this law 
will be considered an integral part of it. 


Article 12. The prime minister and the ministers are assigned to carry out 
the provisions of this law. 


Revenues 


The estimated revenues for the fiscal year 1984 have been broken down as 
follows: 


Local Revenues 


Taxes on income and profits 52,200 
Customs duties 170,000 
Other taxes 23,000 
Permits 30,400 
Levies 47,640 
Post, telephone and telegraph 34,935 
Interest and profits 56,500 
Various revenues 34,325 
Total local revenues 449,000 
Financial aid 183,000 
Domestic loans 500 
Foreign loans 20,500 
1. Total Chapter One revenues 365,000 
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Loans and economic and technical aid 106,000 
2. Total Chapter Two revenues 106,000 


Total revenues 759,000 


Capital Fxpenditures 


The capital expenditures of government agencies have been broken down as 
follows: 


The Ministry of the Interior: 

198,000 dinars for buildings and installations. 

The Department of Public Security: 

Its capital expenditures come to an estimated 2,297,000 dinars, broken down 
as follows: 158,000 for land and buildings, 1.9 million for works and ins- 
tallations, and 239,000 dinars for equipment and machinery. 


Civil Defense: 


Its estimated expenditures for the fiscal year 1984 come to 701,000 dinars, 
broken down as follows: 


106,000 dinars for machinery and equipment, 560,000 dinars for buildings and 
installations, and 35,000 dinars for machinery, equipment and tools. 





The Ministry of Foreign Affairs: 


The value of estimated expenses for this comes to 550,000 dinars, broken down 
as follows: 180,000 dinars for machinery, equipment and tools, 70,000 dinars 
for studies and research, 20,000 dinars for buildings and installations, and 
100,000 dinars for the furnishing of embassies. 


The Ministry of Finance: 


Its capital costs total an estimated 107,525,000 dinars, broken down as 
follows: 50,000 dinars for machinery and equipment, 62,199,000 dinars to pay 
loans and commitments, 1,853,000 dinars to pay off foreign trade loans and 
commitments, and 9,223,000 to pay off domestic loans and commitments; thus, 
the total instalments on loans and commitments come to 73,275,000 dinars, 

ll million dinars for land, and 23.2 million dinars for contributions to 
organizations. 


The Customs Department: 


The value of capital expenditures in that is estimated at 520,000 dinars for 
works and installations. 
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The Income Tax Department: 


Its capital expenditures are estimated at 135,000 dinars for machinery, 
equipment and tools. 


The Land and Survey Department: 


Its total capital expenditures are estimated at 130,000 dinars, of which 
110,000 dinars are for equipment and machinery and 20,000 dinars for the 
real property indexing project. 


The General Statistics Department: 


Its expenditures are estimated at 55,000 dinars, of which 15,000 are for 
equipment and machinery, 15,000 dinars are expenses for the Jordanian Sta- 
tistical Training Center and 25,000 dinars are wages for transportation, 
travel allowances and bonuses. 


The National Planning Council: 


The estimate of its capital expenditures is 26 million dinars, of which 
4,705,000 dinars are to improve the cable system and other expenses, 4.02 
million dinars are for education projects, 3.5 million for water and sewer 
projects, 5 million dinars for Telecommunications Organization projects, 
2,575,000 dinars for other projects, the Fund for Loans to Craftsmen, 
150,000 dinars, the urban development project, 850,000 dinars, and the 
development of transportation, traffic and municipal services for the mana- 
ger of Amman, 1.5 million dinars. 


The Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities: 


Completion of the Umm Qays installations, 25,000 dinars, completion of 
installations in the al-Yubil forest, 10,000 dinars, canopies for horses in 
Wadi Musa, 20,000 dinars, and the maintenance of tourist sites, 40,000 
dinars. 


The Ministry of Municipality and Village Affairs: 


Village school buildings, 200,000 dinars, Jordanian rural area development 
and improvement projects, 40,000 dinars, and modernization of aerial photo- 
graphy maps, 30,000 dinars. 


The Natural Resources Authority: 


The project to explore for underground thermal power sources, 6,000 dinars, 
machinery, equipment and tools, 38,000 dinars, repair of springs, 65,000 
dinars, the project to line irrigation channels, 100,000 dinars, the repair 
and improvement of ponds, 80,000 dinars, and machinery and equipment for the 
Drilling Department, 332,000 dinars. 
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Oil Exploration: 


The drilling of five new wells, 2 million dinars, costs of electronic well 
logging, half a million dinars, costs of stratigraphy, 200,000 dinars, 
services of equipping five wells, 205,000 dinars, drilling equipment, 
665,000 dinars (of which 130,000 dinars will be seismic survey equipment, 
drilling tools, machinery and equipment), 411,000 dinars, fuel, amintenance 
and other expenses, 380,000 dinars, and 350,000 dinars for drilling for oil- 
bearing rocks; thus, the total allocations to the oil exploration project 
come to 4,806,000 dinars, the groundwater study project, 50,000 dinars, the 
modernization and expansion of the water observation system, 40,000 dinars, 
the water information bank, 50,000 dinars, and the surveillance of pollution 
in the al-Zarqa’ basin, 43,000 dinars. 


The Ministry of Public Works: 


The construction of a laboratory for roads, 100,000 dinars, read project 
studies, 200,000 dinars, studies on information and priorities for rural and 
secondary roads, 400,000 dinars, fences, intersections and service roads for 
the Queen ‘Aliya’ International Airport road, 1 million dinars, the 
Suwaylih-al-Tall al-Athari, 350,00 dinars, separate intersections on roads, 
300,000 dinars, and scales and iron bridges, 100,000 dinars. 


Capital Expenditures, 1984 


The al-Zarqa* bypass with connection to the free zone 1,000,000 dinars 
The al-Shaydiyah-Batn al-Ghul road 50,000 dinars 
The al-Rashadiyah-desert roaa 1,000,000 dinars 
The al-Azraq-Bayir-al-Jafr road 4,000,000 dinars 
The al-Zarqa‘’-Jarash road 700,000 dinars 
The road from the airport to the Marj al-Hamam triangle 200,000 dinars 
The slide area on the Na’*ur road 500,000 dinars 
Construction of the al-Zarqa‘’ road 300,000 dinars 
Contribution to construction of an overpass at the in- 150,000 dinars 


tersection of the al-Thawrah al-‘Arabiyah al-Kubra 
road and the Suwaylih-Wadi al-Sir road 


Contribution to the intersection of the al-Jubayhah road 150,000 dinars 
and the al-Yarmuk University relations office 

Asphalt emulsion for the al-Juwaydah-al-Muqar-al-Azraq 500,000 dinars 
road 
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Buildings and installations [sic] 
Asphalt emulsions for the roads on which complete 1,000,000 dinars 
emulsions had not previously been placed 


Completion of village roads stipulated for 1983 with 
the construction and improvement of new village 
roads 


1,000,000 dinars 
Agricultural roads 300,000 dinars 
Completion of the Abu-al-Zayghan bridge 140,000 dinars 
Improvement of the Madabba-Ma‘in road 100,000 dinars 


Construction of the Dead Sea-Ma‘in road 500,000 dinars 





Elimination of obstacles in the Suwaylih-al-Salt road 100,000 dinars 





(part one) 
Completion of the expansion and improvement of the 
Suwaylih-al-Salt road (part two) 


The al-Subayhi-'Allan-Zayy Armimayn road 50,000 dinars 

The Ishtafina-Dayr Abu Sa'id-Khirbat al-Wahadinah-Halawah 50,000 dinars 
road 

The al-Karak-al-Shihabiyah-'Ayy-Mu'tah road 100,000 dinars 

Expansion and improvement of the Jisr al-Mawjib-al-Karak- 50,000 dinars 
al-Hasa road 

Expansion and improvement of the Adhrah-Wadi Musa~Adhrah- 100,000 dinars 
al-Shawbak road 

Expansion and improvement of the Wadi Musa-al-Rajif-Ra's 50,000 dinars 
al-Naqab road 

Expansion and improvement of the Sayl al-Hasa-al-Tufaylah 50,000 dinars 
road 

Repair of the Sama al-Sirhan area roads 20,000 dinars 

Completion of the Wadi al-Haydan bridge 20,000 dinars 

Ruildings and installations 

Completion of studies on the Hall of Justice in Amman 50,000 dinars 

Contribution to the construction regulations 22,000 dinars 
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Completion of the reform and accreditation center in 300,900 dinars 
Sawwaqah 


Construction of walls and completion work on the 20,000 dinars 
National Assembly building 


Government contribution to the construction of a meeting 60,000 dinars 
hall in *Ajlun 


Government contribution to the construction of a meeting 60,000 dinars 
hall in Ma'daba 


Completion of outfitting and furnishing of the Ministry 20,000 dinars 
of Public Works building 


The health project supervision unit 100,000 dinars 
Tae government building project supervision unit 50,000 dinars 
Additions and improvements 450,000 dinars 


The Ministry of Agriculture: 


Its total capital expenditures are estimated at 2.7 million dinars, broken 
down as follows: 35,000 dinars for studies and research, 88,000 dinars for 
machinery and equipment, and 122,000 dinars for buildings and installations, 
including 30,000 dinars to complete a veterinary quarantine station in al- 
Ramtha, 22,000 dinars for a veterinary quarantine station in the al-Ajfur 
border center, 14,000 dinars for storehouses and offices in the Dayr ‘Ala 
station, 15,000 dinars for the dairy plant and the milk processing plant in 
the Dayr ‘Ala station, and 30,000 dinars for an agricultural center and 
veterinary clinic in al-Mazar. 


The Department of Forestation and Pastures: 


The value of its protects comes to 570,000 dinars, of which 500,000 dinars 
are wages, 20,000 dinars accessories, 35,000 dinars equipment, machinery and 
tools, and 15,000 dinars buildings and installations, including 5,000 dinars 
for the building in the al-‘A'ishiyah pasture station and 10,000 dinars to 
complete the al-Rumman building. 


The Forest Development and Protection Department: 

The value allocated to its projects comes to 35,000 dinars, of which 25,000 
dinars are for machinery and equipment and 10,000 dinars for buildings and 
installations. 


Development of nurseries: 


The value allocated to the projects allocated for it came to 702,000 dinars, 
of which 250,000 dinars are for accessories, 350,000 dinars for wages, and 
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102,000 dinars for buildings and installations, as follows: 15,000 dinars to 
construct sprinkler systems, 8,000 dinars to construct drip irrigation 
systems, 20,900 dinars to construct a fiberglass house, 30,000 dinars to 
construct two water tanks in the al-Faysal and al-Husayn stations, 30,000 
dinars to construct a complete laboratory to produce seedlings in the cell 
system, and 9,000 dinars to construct plastic houses and a canopy for agri- 
cultural machinery. 


Development of high-altitude agricultural lands: 


The value of the projects allocated comes to 301,900 dinars, of which 15,000 
dinars are for accessories, 6,000 dinars for equipment, 200,000 dinars for 
barbed wire and retaining Walls, and 80,000 dinars for transportation and 
bulk loading of foodstuffs. 


Soil and water retention in the King Talal Dam basin: 


The value of the expenditures on this project comes to 602,000 dinars, of 
which 420,000 dinars are for wages, 120,000 dinars for accessories, 51,000 
dinars for machinery, equipment and tools, and 5,000 dinars for buildings 
and installations. 


Improvement of wheat cultivation: 


The value of the estimated expenditures on this project comes to 74,000 
dinars, of which 24,000 dinars are salaries, 14,000 dinars are accessories, 
16,000 dinars tools, machinery and equipment, and 20,000 dinars for the 
paving, of roads in the Marw, al-Rabbah and al-Mishqar stations. 


The agricultural research and guidance unit in the al-Aghwar: 


The value of the estimated expenditures on this project came to 171,000 
dinars, including 40,000 dinars in wages, 25,000 dinars in accessories, 
31,000 dinars in tools, machinery and equipment, and 65,000 dinars for 
buildings and installations, including 37,000 dinars for the construction of 
housing, units in Dayr ‘Ala, 11,500 dinars for the construction of housing 
units in al-Yabis, 11,500 for the construction of housing units in Ghawr al- 
Safi, and 10,000 dinars for furnishing housing units and laboratories in the 
research unit. 


The Jordan Valley Authority: 


The value of the estimated expenditures for its projects comes to 30 million 
dinars. In rural development, the value of the projects comes to 1,945,000 
dinars, broken down as follows, 40,000 dinars tor salaries, 160,000 dinars 
for wages, 18,000 dinars for accessories, 455,000 dinars for tools, machine- 
ry and equipment, and 1,172,000 dinars for buildings and installations, 
including 150,000 dinars to open, pave and maintain village and agricultural 
roads, 350,000 dinars for the arrival and departures building in the south- 
ern warehouse, 150,000 dinars to provide electricity for the al-Aghwar, 
100,000 dinars for settlement in Wadi ‘Arabah, 30,000 dinars for the al- 
Yarmuk-Dead Sea road, 300,000 dinars for the drinking water projects in al- 
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Aghwar, and 100,000 dinars for the cost of electric wire and insurance 
expenditures. 


The Department of Dams: 


A. The Wadi al-'Arab Dam: the total estimated costs of this project come to 
2.2 million dinars, including 90,000 dinars for studies and research, 
100,000 dinars for land, and 200,000 dinars to build and elevate a dan, 


B. Elevating the King Talal Dam: 


The estimated costs for this project come to 1,285,000 dinars, of which 
160,000 dinars are for supervision, 100,000 dinars for land and 1 million 
dinars for elevation of the dan. 


[C.] The pumping project for the Wadi al-'Arab Dam: 


The estimated expenditures for this project come to 540,000 dinars, half a 
million dinars of which are to construct the pumping station and the elec- 
tricity plants, 30,000 dinars for studies and research, and 10,000 dinars 
for land. 


D. Wadi al-Malahah storage: 


The estimated expenditures for this project have come to 100,000 dinars, for 
an economic feasibility study. 


The Irrigation Department: 


l. Wadi al-‘Arab irrigation: the estimated expenditures for this project 
come to 648,000 dinars, of which 600,000 dinars are for buildings and ins- 
tallations and 30,000 dinars for studies and research. 


2. The East ai-Ghawr Canal: 


The estimated expenditures on this project come to 1,945,006 dinars, of 
which 250,900 dinars are for accessories, 200,000 dinars are for equipment, 
machinery and tools, 800,000 dinars are to extend the canal. and 200,000 
dinars are to construct an office. 


3. Wadi al-‘Arab irrigation: 


The estimated expenditures for this project came to 205,000 dinars, of which 
200,000 dinars are for buildings and installations. 


4. South al-Aghwar irrigation: 


The estimated expenditures for this project came to 4 million dinars, of 
which 244,000 dinars are for accessories, 250,000 dinars are for machinery, 
tools and equipment, and 3.5 million dinars for buildings and installations, 
including 1.2 million dinars in Ghawr al-Safi, 500,000 dinars in Fayfah- 
Khunayrizah, 1.5 million dinars for the Hadithat al-Zurra' farm, and 250,000 
dinars to open the road to the site of the al-Mujib diversion dam. 
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5. Groundwater exploration, drilling and production: 


The estimated expenditures for this project come to 800,000 dinars, of which 
530,000 dinars will be for buildings and installations, 70,000 dinars to 
build roads to the wellsites, 460,000 dinars to drill wells, and 120,000 
dinars for well casing and equipment. 


6. Drinking water: 


The estimated expenditures of this project come to 13,702,000 dinars, of 
which 250,000 dinars are for supervision of the Dayr ‘Ala-Amman water pro- 
ject, 300,000 dinars for supervision of the Irbid water project, 400,000 
dinars for supervision of the main Amman water system, 110,000 dinars for 
accessories, 500,000 dinars for Dayr 'Ala-Amman water, 300,000 dinars for 
Irbid water, 3,793,000 dinars for buildings and installations in the Dayr 
"Ala-Amman water project, 580,800 dinars for the Irbid water project, 1.5 
million dinars for the main Amman water system, and 500,000 dinars for the 
operating road. 


7. Agricultural processing and services: 


The estimated expenditures for this project come to 750,000 dinars, of which 
115,000 dinars will be for the agricultural marketing center in South al- 
Shunah, 25,000 dinars for the agricultural marketing center in al-Safi, and 
250,000 dinars for improvements in the tomato plant. 


The Ministry of Supply: 


The estimated expenditures for this come to 968,000 dinars, including 
360,000 dinars to complete the grain silos in Amman, al-‘Aqabah and Irbid, 
215,000 dinars to complete the Irbid refrigerator project and 380,000 dinars 
for the automated oven project. 


The Ministry of Education: 

The estimated expenditures for this came to 4.14 million dinars, broken down 
as follows: 435,000 dinars for administration, including 100,000 dinars for 
machinery, tools and equipment, and 250,000 dinars for studies, consulting 
and supervision. 

Public education: 

Total expenditures on this are estimated at 1,917,000 dinars, of which 
115,000 dinars will be for machinery, tools and equipment and 1,252,000 
dinars for buildings and installations. 

Sociology faculties: 

The total estimated expenses for this come to 281,000 dinars, of which 


85,000 dinars are for machinery, tools and equipment and 175,000 dinars for 
buildings and installations. 
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Vocational education: 


The total estimated expenses for this have come to 1,321,000 dinars, of 
which 123,000 dinars will be for machinery, tools and equipment and 800,000 
dinars for buildings and installations, to construct the combined vocational 
schools, which are the vocational school in al-Salt, the vocational school 
in Hayy Nazzal, and the vocational school in Sama al-Rusan. 


Agricultural education: 


The total estimated expenditures on agricultural education come to 30,000 
dinars, of which 15,000 will be for installations and 10,000 for machinery, 
tools and equipment. 


Total expenditures on educational, social and sporting activities come to 
155,000 dinars, of which 45,000 dinars are for buildings and installations 
and 80,000 dinars for machinery, tools and equipment. 


The Hotel Faculty: 
Its total estimated expenditures come to 10,000 dinars. 
The Ministry of Health: 


Total estimated expenditures for this come to 1,209,000 dinars, of which 
399,000 dinars are for machinery, tools and equipment and 700,000 dinars for 
buildings and installations; of the latter, 50,000 dinars will be to com- 
plete designs for the al-Karak, ‘Ajlun and al-Tufaylah hospitals, 365,000 
dinars for the public health laboratory, 50,000 dinars for the extension of 
the al-Karamah hospital sewers, 45,000 dinars to complete the expansion of 
the nursing faculty, 25,000 dinars for furniture for the new nurses’ resi- 
dence, and 75,000 dinars to furnish hospitals and centers. 


The Ministry of Social Development: 


7,500 dinars have been allocated as an award for the nursery and orphans’ 
kindergarten in the al-Husayn Social Institution, 50,000 dinars for the 
construction of housing for teachers in the Princess Rahmah Development 
Center in ‘Allan, 42,500 dinars for the building for severely handicapped 
adults in Jarash, and 200,000 dinars to complete the building for the obser- 
vation house in Yajuz. 


Broadcasting: 

The total expenditures estimated for that come to 150,000 dinars, including 
25,000 dinars for the simultaneous translation unit for four complete tele- 
communications languages, 20,000 dinars for recording machines for studios, 
and 20,000 dinars for a voice mixer. 


The Television Organization: 


The engineering section: 137,000 dinars for the outfitting of the broad- 
casting and news studio center, 205,000 dinars for the project to develop 
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and improve television coverage in all areas of the kingdom, stage two, and 
7,000 dinars for news program machinery and equipment. 


JORDAN NEWS AGENCY? 


The total estimated capital expenditures for this come to 32,000 dinars, all 
for machinery, tools and equipment. 


The Youth Care Organization: 


50,000 dinars, as a contribution to the construction of the sports city in 
al-Salt. 


The Public Lands Department: 


The total estimated expenditures for this come to 546,000 dinars, of which 
112,000 dinars will be for machinery and equipment and 398,000 dinars for 
buildings and installations, including 90,000 dinars for the repair of 
archaeological sites in the kingdom, 20,000 dinars for random archeological 
excavations, 250,000 dinars for the renewed repair and reconstruction of 
Jarash and 21,000 dinars for the purchase of archaeological pieces. 


The Ministry of Communications: 


The total expenditures allocated to this come to 200,000 dinars, of which 
33,000 dinars will be for post office boxes for subscribers, 37,000 dinars 
to complete the construction of the Ma'daba communications department and 
the Naql post office, 40,000 dinars to open up and equip post offices, anu 
40,000 dinars to open postal branches. 


The Telecommunications Organization: 


Total expenditures come to 9,192,000 dinars, of which 207,000 dinars are for 
tools, machinery and equipment, 500,000 dinars for telephone equipment for 
the expansion projects in the towns and villages, 2.45 million dinars for 
system projects, 3.11 million dinars for automatic exchange projects, 
600,000 dinars for microwave projects, 270,000 dinars for ground station 
projects, 770,000 dinars for the loaded communications building, 150,000 
dinars for the Telecommunications Faculty buildings, 150,000 dinars for the 
computer and electronic directory project, 1.14 million dinars for the 
project to raise the competence of the Amman system, 250,000 dinars for the 
Marj al-Hamam system project, 800,000 dinars for the town and village system 
project, 350,000 dinars for the mobile telephone project, 170,000 dinars to 
expand the Suwaylih and Irbid exchanges, 150,000 dinars for the communica- 
tions cable project, 140,000 dinars for the second Amman exchange, 2 million 
dinars for projects supplementing and attached to the Japanese loan, 250,000 
dinars to expand the automatic exchanges in Bayadir, Wadi al-Sayr and Mari- 
ka, and 600,000 dinars for the Amman-Baghdad and Amman-Damascus microwave 
project. 
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The Ministry of Transportation: 
The Queen ‘Aliya’ International Airport: 


l million dinars in equipment and machinery for reserve power equipment and 
414,000 dinars for the special royal building. 


The Civil Aviation Authority: 


195,000 dinars in machinery, equipment and tocls, 200,000 dinars in contri- 
butions to the consulting services agreement, 540,000 dinars in accessories, 
and 195,000 dinars in buildings and installations, for a chapter total of 
1,473,000 dinars. 


The Meteorology Department: 

33,000 dinars for machinery, tools and equipment. 
The National Planning Councils 

Buildings and installations: 

Electricity and Road Authority projects: 


The al-‘Aqabah Two generating plant, 300,000 dinars, electricity for the 
southern rural areas, 149,000 dinars, the al-"Aqabah thermal generation 
plant (two units), 12 million dinars, electricity for the north, stage four, 
and the south, stage two, 1.88 million dinars, electricity for the Jordanian 
countryside, Amman-Irbid, 5 million dinars, the 440-kilovolt transmission 
line, 5.57 million dinars, the road projects, 16,613,00 dinars, increase in 
““the carrying capacity of the railway and purchse of new locomotives and 
cars, 2 million dinars, the third education project, 1,545,000 dinars, the 
fourth education project, 1 million dinars, and the fifth education project, 
2 million dinars. 


Water and sewer projects: 


The al-Disi-al-'Aqabah basin water, 300,000 dinars, the al-‘Aqabah sewers, 
1.25 million dinars, Irbid water and sewers, 2.5 million dinars, the al- 
Zarqa‘’-al-Rusayfah water and sewers, 2.5 million dinars, northern town water 
and sewers, 1 million dinars, and southern town water and sewers, 1 million 
dinars. 


The Communications Organization projects: 


The development and general provision of telephone service in Jordanian 
towns anf rural areas from the French loan, 2 million dinars, the Arab 
satellite ground station, 1 million dinars, the Japanese loan projects, 2 
million dinars, and the regional coaxial cable, 1 million dinars. 
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Other projects: 


The urban development project, 1 million dinars, the potash project, l 
million dinars, the cooperative organization, 2 million dinars, the Town and 
Village Development Bank, 1,883,000 dinars, the Agricultural Lending Organi- 
zation, 1.3 million dinars, the Industrial Development Bank, 1.76 million 
dinars, the capital secretariat projects, 1.5 million dinars, economic and 
technical loans and aid projects, 2 million dinars. 


The Jordan Valley Authority: 


Studies, research and the construction and elevation of the Wadi al-‘Arab 
dam, 2,025,000 dinars, the elevation of the King Talal Dam, 4.51 million 
dinars, the Wadi al-Malahah reservoir project, 6,735,000 dinars, the Wadi 
al-'Arab irrigation project, 1.22 million dinars, the East al-Ghawr Canal 
extension project, 2.1 million dinars, the southern al-Aghwar irrigation, 
5.64 million dinars, including 2,514,000 dinars for Ghawr al-Safi, 630,000 
dinars for the Ghawr Fayfah project, and 2.5 million dinars for the Ghawr 
Hadithah-al-Mazra'ah-al-Dhira’' project, the project to shift to the pipe 
irrigation system from Wadi Rajib to the Ma'di Triangle, 3 million dinars, 
the soil laboratory, 20,000 dinars, central works, 320,000 dinars, supervi- 
sion of the Dayr ‘Ala-Amman water project, 840,000 dinars, the Dayr ‘Ala- 
Amman water project, 7,471,000 dinars, the main Amman water system, 2 mill- 
ion dinars, construction of the South al-Shunah marketing center, 350,000 
dinars, and the construction of the Ghawr al-Safi marketing center, 300,000 
dinars. 


Transfer of the Budget to the Financial Committee 
The council decided to transfer the draft law of the general budget for the 


financial year 1984 to the Financial and Administrative Committee to study 
and to set out the necessary recommendations with regard to it. 


11887 
CSO: 4404/174 
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LEBANON 


NATIONAL GROUPING CHIEF DISCUSSES GENEVA CONFERENCE 
Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 26 Nov 83 p 3 


[Interview with Samir Sabbagh, head of Independent Lebanese National Grouping; 
date and place not specified] 


[Text] Phalangist Violations and Wagers 


[Question] The first part of the Geneva conference achieved some positive 
results, but a certain Lebanese party began to renege on what it had agreed to 
and intentionally hardened its position. In your opinion, what are the goals 
behind this position? 


fAnswer] It is clear that the position of the "Lebanese Front," under the 
leadership of the Phalange party and the Lebanese Forces, is to not enter into 
a serious national dialog. This is because it believes, according to its plan, 
that any dialog would force it to offer some concessions. Successive 
developments since the Israeli invasion have encouraged the Lebanese Front to 
refuse the principle of dialog, believing instead that its own plan will 
succeed in imposing domination over all of Lebanon "in shape and substance," as 
had been done in preater Beirut. Then came the Mount Lebanon battle and the 
nationalist victory there, which forced the Lebanese Front to retreat, in terms 
of a dialog concerning certain controversial issues. 


In the Mount Lebanon battle, the Lebanese Front called on its Israeli and 
American allies to help fight, but fortunately, the front's allies could not 
save it. This forced the front into isolation. The nationalist victory in the 
battle increased the Lebanese Front's isolation and its military and political 
weakness, forcing it to enter into dialog with the other parties while biding 
its time through this difficult period. When the national dialog conference 
was held in Geneva, the Lebanese Front was wagering on a change in the balance 
of power in its favor. However, the fact that the balance of power remained 
the same forced the Phalangists to offer a number of concessions. They 
grudgingly accepted Lebanon's Arab character, after they had refused it in form 
and substance. Even concerning that inauspicious agreement [with Israel], it 
was not easy for the participants at the Geneva conference to convince the 
Lebanese government to consider another method aside from the “agreement" to 
liberate the south from Israeli occupation. 
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The fact of the matter is, these parties limited their concessions to 
superticial ones, hoping to take advantage of the time factor and any 
developments that may take place. Two members of the Lebanese Front, Alfred 
Madi and Joseph Abu-Khalil, told the monitoring committee, which was formed by 
the Geneva conference, that the balance of power was certain to change. They 
said they would not agree to the Arab character of Lebanon. This meant that 
there was an overt attempt to thwart the relatively positive achievements of 
the conference. Meanwhile, Shaykh Pierre al-Jumayyil began to renege on what 
had been agreed to at the conference, hinting that the Christians were 
beginning to reconsider the “protections.” More significant than this, Fu'ad 
Malik, a member of the Lebanese Front, said that Israel would launch a new 
invasion within the next 15 days. 


We still have not forgotten the provocative role played by the Lebanese Front 
when they urged the French and Americans to respond to the bombs aimed at their 
headquarters. This was all done for one reason--to take advantage of any 
military event that would change the balance of power to the advantage of the 
Phalangists and thus give them the opportunity to refuse the national dialog 
and enable them to resume their hostile plans. 


The features and bases of the Phalangist plan are clear. The plan was to try 
to offer tactical concessions then renege on them before the ink dried on the 
Geneva agreement. Their role in the agreement was the same as role of the 
Zionist enemy, who violates all treaties and obligations. 


To Abrogate or not to Abrogate 


[Question] President Amin al-Jumayyil has begun a trip to search for another 
solution to the liberation of south Lebanon and the evacuation of the enemy's 
forces, since the 18 May agreement has been shown to be invalid. What is the 
alternative to this agreement? 


[Answer] The Geneva conference took into consideration the circumstances that 
forced the signing of the inauspicious agreement with the Israeli enemy. It 
also took into consideration what might result from this agreement, in terms of 
the dangers posed for the unity of the Lebanese entity, its Arab character, and 
its relations with the Arabs. After the deliberations, the conference decided 
to empower President al-Jumayyil to conduct the necessary contacts and take the 
necessary steps to gain legitimate sovereignty over all of the south and end 
the Israeli occupation without gains [for Israel] or conditions. In other 
words, the conference gave the president the opportunity to convince the 
agreement's sponsor, the United States, of the necessity of abrogating the 
agreement and finding another way to liberate the territory. If the president 
is able to achieve this, then we can get out of this dilemma, and freedom of 
movement can be restored to the state without it falling under the pressure of 
an agreement of humiliation. If this is done, the dialog conference will 
resume its activities and Lebanon will return to its semi-normal state. 


However, if the president is unable to achieve this, it will mean that the 
United States and the Israeli enemy are insistent on splitting Lebanon and 
crumbling its existence. In my opinion, Lebanon cannot remain unified under 


the 18 May agreement. 
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[tf some now seek to find a compromise between abrogating and not abrogating, 
that is, modifying the agreement, then I believe that any correct and realistic 
modification will definitely lead to gutting the contents of the agreement. In 
other words, it will lead to elimination of the agreement. 


In my judgment, the United States will not accept a modification of the 
apreement, nor will Israel. I do not believe that Syria, the Arabs and the 
Lebanese nationalists will accept continuation of the agreement because this 
would mean an end to the Lebanese entity. A discussion of anything other than 
abrogation is not a serious discussion and is a waste of time. 


[ want to say here that if what is meant by a modification of the agreement is 
an abrogation of all the gains made by Israel--its relations with Lebanon and 
the security arrangements--then we will have put it in the realm of an advanced 
cease-fire agreement. Israel will not have gained by its invasion of Lebanon. 
However, [I doubt that the United States and Israel will allow this type of 
change to take place. 


Beirut--A NATO Base 


[Question] Israeli activities and aggression, French operations, American 
threats and reinforcements... All of this comes within the context of a 
campaign of escalation being led by Washington and Tel Aviv. Where in the 
context of the general political situation can this military escalation be 
placed? 


[Answer] Lebanon has become the battleground for international struggles. The 
confrontations that take place on its territory are generally international 
confrontations. Lebanon is not considered a battleground for regional, limited 
struggles. Rather, it has become part of the hot battleground of international 
conflict. This is because the United States is trying to make Lebanon a 
military base, in preparation for fulfilling its plan aimed at spreading its 
authority over the region and solving the Middle East crisis in accordance with 
the American administration's thinking and interests. It is well-known that 
the Soviet Union, whose stance is in harmony with the defense of the Arab cause 
and who is allied with the nationalist organizations, will not accept and will 
not permit the region to become an easy morsel for the United States, nor will 
it allow a unilateral solution to the Middle East crisis. Therefore, we sense 
an atmosphere of confrontation. In this context some sides have resorted to 
escalation at the urging of outside powers. 


What is happening in south Lebanon is proof of the Israeli enemy's expansionist 
ambitions. It would not be unlikely for the Zionist enemy to escalate its 
position and its measures under the pressure of the awesome nationalist 
confrontation in the south, and the Syrian and Lebanese nationalist refusal of 
the agreement of humiliation. The enemy is carrying out complete normalization 
and more. He has begun to prepare for annexation in the same manner as the 
annexation of the West Bank and the Golan. What Israel is doing in the south 
is in harmony with its expansionist plans. 











The question today is what do the Multinational Forces want from Lebanon. 
These forces came under the slogan of protecting the civilians of Beirut and 
the Palestinian camps. But the Americans have begun to turn Beirut into a NATO 
military base and the French have begun to fire on Ba'labakk. Therefore, the 
Multinational Forces are playing a role that was not agreed to. 


We believe that the military escalation, if it takes place on the ground ina 
serious way, will change the balance of power, especially in light of the 
continuing conspiracy against Lebanon and Syria for the sake of the basic 
American goal of spreading its authority over the region and controlling its 
resources. 


Lebanese-Syrian Relations 
[Question] How do you view the future of Lebanese-Syrian relations? 


{Answer] Whenever Lebanon and Syria move closer to one another, this serves 
national and pan-Arab interests and, naturally, the interests of the two 
countries. We are calling for the strongest of relations between the two 
fraternal countries--Lebanon and Syria--but we fear that the Lebanese Front 
will exploit rapprochement with Syria to achieve spurious gains. We know that 
Syria is completely aware of the character of the Lebanese Front, its political 
parties, its plans, and the goals its seeks to achieve, such as stripping 
Lebanon of its Arab character, and conspiring with all kinds of imperialists, 
ancient and modern, as well as the Israeli colonialists. 


We hope that the Lebanese Front will abandon its suicidal plan and return to 
the right path. We hope it will become aware that Lebanon has no allies except 
the Arabs with Syria at the forefront. We would then welcome any new relations 
based on the unity and Arab nature of Lebanon, and not fascist domination. 


Black Thread and White Thread 


[Question] Since the threads of the Lebanese crisis have become so entangled, 
and since matters have become so complicated, how can one determine the white 
thread from the black thread in the current dispute? 


[Answer] The white thread is that which forwards national reconciliation so 
that a true national entity can be formed based on that which contributes to 
domestic tranquility and the necessity of ending the Israeli occupation of the 
south by some means other than the agreement, and based on government reform in 
Lebanon by instituting principles that eliminate Christian phobias and Muslim 
discrimination complexes and phobias, and finally, based on the reconstruction 
of Lebanon. 


The black thread is the Phalange party's continued violation of the Geneva 
resolutions and its return to a search for new alliances. The Phalangists are 
revitalizing the alliance between themselves and Israel by offering more 
Lebanese concessions to Israel. This threatens Lebanon's entire fate with 
total ruin. 
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Restoration of Unity 


[Question] Do you believe that the current situation has unifying elements? 
Under what slogan can the struggle of the new phase be launched? 


[Answer] I believe that Lebanon, in its current state, is semi-partitioned and 
threatened with full partition. Therefore, the Lebanese plan must be labelled 
a plan for the restoration of unity. We must search for ways to restore 
Lebanon's unity. These ways would be abundant and simple if the Phalange party 
would abandon once and for all its alliance with Israel and its plan aimed at 
lominating all of Lebanon and establishing a non-representative government. 


At such a time [the country] could enjoy guarantees of the freedom of worship 
and thought under a democratic regime based on justice and balance. 


It these conditions were met, Lebanon's unity could be restored. Lebanon is 
currently partitioned, and the most that can be achieved if the Phalangists 
continue their plan to search for new alliances is the institutionalization of 
this partition until further notice. 


‘Question] Do you believe that the meeting in Geneva came in the context of a 
search for restoration of this unity? 

[Answer] The first part of the Geneva conference achieved relative success by 
pointing out that it is not impossible for the Lebanese to agree, and by 
convincing everyone of the necessity of improving relations with the Arabs, 
particularly Syria. Everyone agreed that Lebanon is an Arab country and that 
the decision to sign an agreement with Isracl was an unsound decision. All 
apreed that it was necessary to replace the agreement and find another way to 
liberate the territory. 


We are now entering a battle to implement what was agreed upon in Geneva. 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


CAUSES, EFFECTS OF PLO CONFLICT ANALYZED 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 199, 3-9 Dec 83 p 30 
'Article by Patrick Seale: "The Palestinians' War Reaches a Stalemate" 


Text} What is the difference between the Palestinian Revolution, the Algerian 
Revolution and the Vietnam rebels? As the Palestinian Revolution faces the most 
important crisis of its course, Patrick Seale is trying to present the circum- 
stances which this revolution is going through and the difference between it and 
other revolutions. 


In their struggle to regain their land and country, the Palestinians have had to 
face obstacles which no other liberation movement in the world had faced. In 
their struggle tor independence, the Algerians, for example, had been able to 
engage their enemies, the French. The case was the same with the Vietnamese who 
had a specific, clearly-defined target, the United States. 


But the distinguishing problem of the Palestinian Revolution is that it has had 
to go after its targets despite the restrictions [placed upon it by] some Arab 
policies. Time and time again the interests of the Palestinians clashed with the 
interests of one or more Arab state. 


The essence of the Palestinian problem lies in the fact that Palestinians can 
neither fight Israel by themselves, nor can they negotiate with it without the 
support and backing of Arab countries. Nevertheless, Palestinians still aspire to 
making independent decisions. This is an objective that is not compatible with 
the previous situation of which the battle of Tripoli is only the last example. 
It is the most painful example of this bitter fact. 


At any rate the outcome of the battle is subject to various questions and inter- 
pretations, and that is inevitable. Based on some of these interpretations, how- 
ever, no one can deny the fact that the dramatic character of the Palestinian 
movement has brought it to a serious turning point in its long history. 


However, the first matter that must be said as far as the battle is concerned 
is that its outcome yielded no victor and no vanquished. In other words, the par- 
ties were stalemated. 


The second matter [that must be said} is that the battle was fought on at least 
two different levels. On the first level the dispute between Yasir ‘Arafat and 
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his Palestinian opponents spilled over in its broad context into a clash between 
competing Arab ambitious schemes. On the second level, the battle was not deci- 
Sive, as we mentioned earlier; it did not yield a victor and a vanquished. 


[It is known that a tie in any game is not a comfortable outcome since it always 
implies the danger that the game would be replayed. A tie in war also usually 
means a political settlement that would be made after the guns are silent and 
gunpowder smoke is dispersed. 


It would be stupid, of course, to expect miracles and a universal reconciliation. 
It is a well~known fact that Syrian president Hafiz al-Asad and Yasir ‘Arafat, 
the president of the PLO do not like each other, and it is unlikely that their 
relationship will become a pleasant one. It is also unlikely that the legitimate 
interests of Syria, Jordan and Egypt can be easily reconciled. Syria, which is 

in constant danger of an outbreak of war with Israel, has interests that differ 
trom those of Egypt, a country that is trying to encourage all other Arab 
countries to join the course of peace with Israel. As far as Jordan is concerned, 
the problem does not have to do with war or peace as much as it has to do with 
tinding a formula that would reduce tension for the purpose of ensuring the 
future, the security and the prosperity of the kingdom. 


Any person who is acquainted with the history of Europe during the past 3 cen- 
turies knows that the principal powers, which are Spain, Britain, France and 
Germany, used to compete with each ocher to impose their wishes on others. Each 
one of these countries had its moments of glory and grandeur. Politics in the 
Arab world does not differ much from that reality. 





But behind the present crises, behind the personal conflicts and the conflicts 
of official interests, there is a basic dispute about the strategy that must be 
followed vis a vis the Palestinian question. Although the guns are silent, the 
dialogue about strategies is still going on. 


And now after Palestinians lost the military option, we are still certain that 
we will see a revival of conflicting interests regarding the determination of 
political terms and expressions for the purpose of reaching some settlement. 


Let us theretore review the various strategies that are now under review. 


--Egypt believes that from a realistic standpoint the best model for the 
Palestinians to get their rights for national sovereignty is that which is in the 
context of the Camp David Accords. The salient point in [Egypt's contention] is 
that Israel did in fact sign the Camp David Accords and that at least theo- 
retically one can hold Israel to that agreement. The weak point in [Egypt's 
argument } is that Israel has its own model for what Palestinian sovereignty 
should mean. It will be a sovereignty of limited proportions, and it would mock 
and ridicule the rights of Palestinians. 


--Reagan's peace initiative proposes the return of the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip to Jordanian administration. The salient point in that proposal is the re- 
turn of the occupied land to Arab sovereignty, but the weak point in it is the 
fact that it rules out any role for the PLO. It follows that it rules out the 
establishment of a future Palestinian state. 
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~-The resolutions of the Fes Summit are based on the principles that were 
declared tor the first time by King Fahd. Those resolutions are also based on UN 
resolutions which have broad Arab support. All this strengthens these resolu- 
tions, but their weak point lies in their failure to declare candidly and un- 
equivocally that the Arabs were now prepared to live in peace with Israel if 
Israel were to show its intentions to achieve an honorable peace. 


--Finally, there is what may be described as President al-Asad's plan. The fea- 
tures of that plan are not yet quite clear. However, some of these features may 
be deduced trom Syria's recent movements in the Middle East. It seems that the 
Syrian president is now prepared to settle the Palestinian problem provided that 
Syria neyotiate on behalf of the Arab side, provided that Syria's regional 
interests be acknowledged and, most importantly, provided that its security be 
guaranteed. 


Syria's critics, however, think that contrary to protecting Arab rights with 
regard to the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, President al-Asad's strategy may ex- 
pose the area to the danger of a suicidal war. The Syrian president responds to 
such criticism by saying that all the plans and initiatives that have been set 
forth, except for his own and that of King Fahd, would lead to surrender to 
Israel. 


lt is my opinion that the principle of having a stalemate on the battlefield in 
Tripoli will lead to the same principle on the political scene with regard to 
Palestinian strategies. If the success of present Saudi mediation efforts is des- 
tined to continue, we may see Arab ranks reuniting behind the proposals of the 
Fes Summit. 


By today's standards, however, such proposals in and of themselves may not be 
enough. These proposals must be explained more clearly if they are expected to 
win the support of western opinion and [that portion of ] public opinion in Israel 
which is opposed to the expansionist policy of the Likud bloc. Armed with a new 
resolution that would come out of a summit conference, the Palestinians them- 
selves in the first place must announce that if Israel were to recognize their 
right to establish their own independent state, they would in return recognize 
the Jewish state. 


[t is my feeling that if the Arabs fail to take that new and daring initiative, 
Israel will succeed in implementing its own interpretation of the Camp David 
Accords, and it will turn the occupied Arab territories into a mini-state under 
its control. 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


WEST BANK ATTITUDES ON FUTURE OF PALESTINIANS EXAMINED 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 199, 3-9 Dec 83 pp 42-44 


[Article by Nadim Nasir: "A State of Despair in the Occupied Land; Will the 
Palestinians of the West Bank Turn to the Jordanian Alternative?" 


Text} Bassam al-Shak'ah says, "If there were no PLO, 
we would have had to create one." 


The Palestinian massacre that is taking place in and around Tripoli in what is 
called the Palestinian civil! war is having sad repercussions throughout the Arab 
homeland. However, the strongest and most violent repercussions have occurred on 
the West Bank and in the Gaza Strip. AL-MAJALLAH is investigating the possible 
complications of this deadly war through its contacts with a number of West Bank 
leaders and knowledgeable people in that area. 


The wave of despair that is sweeping the West Bank and the Gaza Strip is depres- 
sing people's spirits and paralyzing their thought processes. Some of those 
people can be seen in the streets with lifeless expressions on their faces as 
though their blood had been pumped out of their bodies and their souls shriveled 
and torn by pain. Others lost confidence in everything because of the shock [of 
what happened; and turned to making fun of everything. An academician from Nablus 
told us, "We are truly a unique people, my triend. We are a people who have 
achieved what mo one else has achieved before us. We are the first people in 
history to have a civil war before having a homeland."' Another said sarcas- 
tically, "And why not? Let them fight each other and kill the Lebanese who were 
their hosts for scores of years. Aren't they revolutionaries? Don't they have to 
be prepared and be fit for combat?" But a journalist in Jerusalem told us in all 
earnestness, ‘''What we have to do now is determine the identity of the 
Palestinian. Anyone who draws a weapon against a fellow Palestinian is not a 
Palestinian. Such a person would be a client for a foreign country regardless of 
the identity of that country." 


The Arab press in Jerusalem considered the Palestinian struggle "a disaster 
engineered by Syria to control the freedom of the Palestinian decision." When 
Muhammad Abu al—-Zalaf wrote an editorial against Syria in the moderate newspaper, 
AL-QUDS, that editorial was so virulent that the Israeli censor ruled that it 

not be printed even though Syria is one of Israel's staunchest enemies. Abu 
al-Zalaf reflected in his editorial the prevailing feeling in the occupied areas 











about the fact that what happened in the camps of al-Barid River and al-Badawi 
was worse, from a Palestinian point of view, than what had happened in Sabra and 
Shatila. This is because the massacre at Sabra and Shatila was perpetrated by 
as$a5Sins who boasted about their hostility to the Palestinians and the 
Palestinian Revolution. That massacre was carried out under the supervision of 
the Zionist enemy. However, the facc that a Palestinian would kill a fellow 
Palestinian, regardless of the identity of whoever was behind that Palestinian, 
was something that altered the mood of Palestinians in the occupied areas. Accor- 
ding to Llyas Farij, the mayor of Bethlehem, the mood of the people in the 
occupied areas changed from despondency to disgust. 


Despondency was not a strange feeling for residents of the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip. They had been living for 17 years under Zionist occupation which confis- 
cated 40 percent of their land and set up hundreds of settlements on that land. 
These settlements now have 30,000 settlers. Israelis hope that by the year 1986 
the number of settlers will have risen to 100,000. Despondency is a natural 
result of the countless restrictions |that are imposed on Palestinians]: they are 
denied their rights, and they are beset by military orders which vary from 
‘orders giving, the occupation authorities the right to confiscate land and buil- 
dings without compensation; | orders] banning the planting of fruit trees; 
orders, banning even the cultivation of eggplants and tomatoes in the area of 
Jericho; or |orders banning} the importation of livestock without special per- 
mission trom the occupation authorities. However, what maintained the steadfast- 
ness of West Bank and Gaza Strip residents, des; ite all the pressures that were 
applied to them, and prevented Israel from carryiig out its plan to force people 
to emigrate and leave the land was the hope that Palestinians have for regaining 
their sovereignty over the occupied areas. The existence of the PLO, the sole 
representative of the Palestinian people, was the flame that kept that hope 
shining and alive. It was Yasir ‘Arafat's term in the PLO that constituted the 
decisive political and psychological fact in determining Palestinian identity. 
Between the years 1948 and 1968 the Palestinians had been a forgotten and a home- 
less people who were recognized only as a refugee problem. But ‘Arafat's emer- 
gence as leader of the PLO boosted the pride of the Palestinian people and 
revived their hope. It set forth a new framework for the Palestinian nation that 
knew no limits. The Palestinian people and the PLO became two interrelated and 
inseparable entities. In 1974 the Arab Summit Conference in Rabat issued a resolu- 
tion recognizing the PLO as the legitimate and sole representative of the 
Palestinian people. Jordan accepted that resolution, and both the resolution and 
Jordan's acceptance of it imparted legitimacy to that interrelationship. 


Yasir ‘Arafat became a symbol of the Palestinian Revolution and the patriarch of 
the Palestinian people. The errors that were made by the organization under his 
leadership did not affect his leadership. It is being said, for example, that 
there was corruption |in the organization] and that people enriched themselves at 
the organization's expense. [Other mistakes included] the decision to turn the 
Palestinian guerillas into a semi-regular army or the re-appointment of the 
Palestinian military leaders who fled from battle when Israel invaded Lebanon 
last year. Those leaders were re-appointed to military leadership positions. It 
was this measure that was the direct cause for the mutiny which occurred in the 
ranks of Fatah. There was also the decision to evacuate Beirut, and tnere was the 
decision to believe the pledges which the United States made for protecting 
Palestinian civilians in the Lebanese capital. Palestinians did not doubt 
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‘Arafat's intewrity and impartiality. Many people appreciated the circumstances 
and the pressures that led to such mistakes being made. 


The Princioal Victims 


Although the Palestinians and the Lebanese in Tripoii were the direct victims of 
the Palestinian civil war, residents of the occupied lands believe that the break- 
up of the organization or the murderous infighting that is going on will make 

them the principal victims of this destructive split. Mustafa al-Nitshah, the 
leposed mayor ot Hebron told us, "Such a situation has a serious negative effect 
on us. The power of the organization used to enliven people. It revived their 

hope and gave them a sense of belonging. Even the Israeli occupier used to have 
nore respect tor people when the PLO was strong. And the opposite of that is 

true. However, the countdown in Israel's plans to seize land began when al-Sadat 


visited Jerusalem, and it has continued as a result of Arab disunity and the war 
between lraq and Iran. What is happening in Tripoli has caused people to lose 
ontidence. If any non-Palestinian powers succeed in containing the PLO and cont- 


rolling its tree decisions, the PLO will become a Syrian institution. What we 
want is that the PLO make independent decisions which stem primarily from 
Palestinian interests." 


ince all indicators are pointing to the fact that Yasir 'Arafat may have been 
tinished or almost tinished as leader of the organization which Palestinians had 
iccepted as their legitimate and sole representative, it was inescapable, as the 
military wing otf the PLO at least came under Syrian control, that people on the 
vest Bank and in the Gaza Strip wonder where they were headed. Many of them had 
thought that Sharon had stabbed ‘Arafat last year in Beirut and that President 
al-Asad had now come to finish him off in Tripoli. Mustafa al-Nitshah told us, 
"It the PLO falls, people will look for any solution that will rid them of the 
occupation, including a Jordanian solution. There are many people who support 
King Husayn. More people may turn toward Jordan if ‘Arafat were eliminated." 


Even leaders on the West Bank, Like Bassam al-Shak'ah, who reject the Jordanian 
option and who thought Syria was the principal source of support for the organiza- 
tion, were horrified at what happened in Tripoli. Those leaders deemed the 
Palestinian struggle a conspiracy against Palestinian legitimacy. Bassam 
al-Shak'ah told us, "The demise of the PLO means that Palestinian representation 
will cease to exist, and there will be lateral struggles that will increase frag- 
nentation and division. The PLO would abandon its responsibilities and its 
mission which had made it the leader of the Palestinian people and a leader of 
the Arab nation. This tendency is against Palestinian legitimacy, and it is not 
in the national interests of the Arabs. This tendency toward the disintegration 
of the PLO naturally led to the formation of a different view in the various 
factions of the organization, and that will result in the fragmentation of the 
Palestinian struggle and involvement in the Arab struggle. The absence of 
Palestinian legitimacy, which comes at the heels of the absence of an Arab and 
international will, will give Israel greater freedom to act on the West Bank. 
Ever since the Palestinian struggle began, occupation authorities have seized 
thousands of donums of land in the areas of Yanun and 'Aqrabah, spraying vegeta- 
tion and trees with poison to kill people's hopes. Then occupation authorities 
proceeded to build the second line of settlements. Last week they announced plans 
to build tive new settlements on the West Bank and one in Hebron. A curfew was 
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imposed, and Israeli authorities fired at demonstrators. Two young men were 
killed in Tulkrum, and three people were injured in (al-Duhaysi:ah) Camp. People 
were being investigated, and pressure was applied to them. All that is part of a 
yradual plan to make people leave [the area} in groups and individually. 


Mr al-Shak'ah opposes the Jordanian option because he believes that the PLO came 
into being as a result of Arab inability to solve the Palestinian problem. Mr 
al-Shak'ah believes that the emergence of the PLO was justified by the depth of 
the suffering. He says, "If there were no PLO, we would have always been in need 
of one. If the PLO were to cease to exist, the Arabs will not be able to persuade 
the Palestinians that their Arab character is intact. I do not believe that there 
is any power other than the PLO that has an answer to the suffering of our people 
inside the country. Nor is there any power that can guarantee an Israeli with- 
drawal and the preservation of our rights. Therefore, we must guarantee the sur- 
vival of the PLO. Therefore, I implore Abu ‘Ammar and the leaders of other 
Palestinian groups or of other legitimate Palestinian organizations to do their 
duty and stabilize the PLO and ensure its independence. What is happening now is 
one aspect of the malicious conspiracy against our people. Both parties in the 
armed Palestinian dispute have strayed away from their sacred national and pan- 
Arab duties." 


Israel Is Taking Advantage of the Situation 


It is evident that the fears felt by West Bank residents as a result of the 
Palestinian struggle stem from their feeling that the government of Yitzhak 
Shamir will take advantage of the absence of a legitimate Palestinian entity and 
the absence of Arab and international interest. West Bank residents fear that 
Israel will officially annex the West Bank. [They think] that is why preparations 
are underway to move out of the West Bank as many of its residents as possible. 
People still remember a statement that was made by Haim Weizmann, Israel's first 
head of state. Weizmann described the evacuation of 650,000 Palestinians during 
the war of Palestine in 1948 and said, ''This emigration has unbelievably simpli- 
fied the task of creating Israel."' It is an established fact that there are 
Israeli plans to effect another mass emigration [of Palestinians} to simplify the 
creation of the greater state of Israel. Some thinkers on the West Bank, however, 
believe that that will take place in stages. A university professor told us, 
"They are dividing us into two groups: a group of intellectuals who are calling 
for social and political rights, and a group of workers who are needed by Israel. 
The Israelis want to expel the first group as fast as international conditions 
will allow, and they want to hold on to the second group for the time being as 
inexpensive labor.'' Moshe Arens, Israel's minister of defense did recently reveal 
in a television interview which provoked even the Israelis, that Israel actually 
intended to annex the West Bank. Arens added that the West Bank would not be 
annexed immediately because of Israel's commitments to the Camp David Accords. 
However, full Israeli sovereignty would ultimately be extended to the West Bank. 
West Bank residents fear that the collapse of Palestinian legitimacy may cause 
Israel to expedite the implementation of its plans. 


Both Syria and Libya deny any involvement in the operation to do away with Abu 

‘Ammar or the attempt to dominate the freedom of the Palestinian decision and to 
use that as an "'ace in the hole" in case of peace or war. But some of those with 
whom AL-MAJALLAH had spoken on the West Bank vehemently reject this denial. They 
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point out that the mutiny in Fatah occurred while King Husayn and Yasir ‘Arafat 


were enyaved in a Palestinian-Jordanian dialogue to explore |the possibilities, 
otf the Keayan initiative. They point out that Syria supported the mutiny because 
it does not want King Husayn to negotiate with the United States and with Israel 
on behalt of the PLO. It is for this reason that tensions between Syria and 
Jordan have grown since the Palestinian struggle turned into a bloodthirsty 
fight. Tension between the two countries had existed tor some time as a result of 
assassination attempts that were made against Jordanian diplomats in India and 
Greece. The Jordanians believe that Abu Nidal's extremist group which is suppor- 


ted by Syria is behind those assassination attempts. 


The tensions grew when the future of Abu ‘Ammar and the legitimacy of the organi- 
zation were in jeopardy. In an interview with a Kuwaiti newspaper King Husayn 
intimated that he would no longer be obligated to abide by the resolution of the 
Rabat Summit Conference. This means that he would not be obligated to consult 
anyone but West Bank residents in any search for peace he undertakes. After that 
interview Jordanian authorities found no less than five explosives in the capi- 
tal, Amman. Jordanian authorities disarmed those explosives, but as a result of 
that Jordanian authorities prevented Jordanian citizens from traveling to Syria 
without obtaining a special permit from security authorities. This tension 
reflects the undercurrent of strife that is going on between Damascus and Amman 
to win an authorization to negotiate on behalf of the Palestinians. There are 
Signs which indicate that this tension may get worse in the next few weeks, par- 
ticularly it the United States were to take an aggressive action against Syria. 
The tension may increase if Yasir ‘Arafat manages to get away, maintain the PLO’s 
legitimate frameworks and institutions and become convinced with what King Husayn 
is saying that any authorization to him to explore [the possibilities] of the 
Reagan initiative must be based on the approval of a majority in the Palestinian 
National Council and not necessarily on unanimity. 


The Jordanian Option 


What is increasing the despondency of West Bank and Gaza Strip residents is the 
fact that they are convinced that even the Jordanian option, with or without the 
cooperation of Yasir ‘Arafat, will not be easy to achieve. They are convinced 
that it may not rid them in the foreseeable future of the burden ot occupation or 
the threat of forced emigration. Last week Yitzhak Shamir called again on Fing 
Husayn to visit Jerusalem to negotiate. But the Palestinians know that the nego- 
tiations which Israel is talking about will not be about the West Bank, now that 
[srael has set up an established fact in that area and unequivocally rejected the 
Reavan initiative. The Palestinians know that Israel will not negotiate about the 
establishment of a Palestinian state regardless of its shape and size. The 
[Israelis believe that there is a Palestinian state that actually exists in 
Jordan. Arens, Israel's minister of defense, had mentioned recently that King 
Husayn can claim no sovereignty over Judaea and Samaria, that is, the West Bank. 
He said, "There are no countries with distinguished peoples in the Middle East. 
he fact that countries like Syria, Lebanon and Iraq exist now is due to the fact 
that colonialist powers drew these borders to separate those countries. There was 
no Jordanian nation. These new borders defined the dimensions of Palestine which 
was given to a British mandate for the purpose of establishing a’Jewish state. 
This Palestine includes Israel before the 1967 war, Gaza, the West Bank and all 
of East Jordan. If there is a Palestinian people, the Palestinian people would 
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be the people living east of Jordan. Jordan is thus a Palestinian state, and 
there is no Jordanian nation. If there were a Jordanian nation, when was it 
tounded and where did it come from?" Palestinians in the occupied areas fear that 
this would be the logic Israelis would use in any negotiations entered into as 
part ot a Jordanian solution. Palestinians fear this will happen unless a miracle 
occurs or Reagan wakes up and realizes that if he does not put some substance 
into his initiative, he would be leaving the region on the verge of an explosion. 
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QATAR 


QATARI DAILIES URGE 'PATLENCE' ON 'ARAFAT CAIRO VISIT 
GF240907 Doha QNA in Arabic 0/732 GMT 24 Dec 83 
[From the press review] 


[Excerpts] Doha, 24 Dec (QNA)--Two local Qatari papers today called for 
patience before judging the visit by PLO leader Yasir ‘Arafat to Cairo and 

his meeting with President Husni Mubarak. The two papers expressed the con- 
viction that ‘Arafat did not make such a step without study or without knowing 
its dimensions. 


The newspaper AL-RAYAH said: It is narrow-minded for some people to think 
that Yasir ‘Arafat's exit was that of a defeated one or one who was forced 

to leave. The violent and painful incidents which shook the Palestinian 

cause recently make it incumbent upon ‘Arafat to review his calculations on 
all things and call on all Palestinian groups--those supporting ‘Arafat and 
those whoare among the dissidents--to do the same thing by reviewing calcula- 
tions and assessing things in a way that harmonizes with the results of the 
developments and in response to the urgent requirements of the Palestinian 
struggle in the future. 


In an article by the newspaper's chief editor, the paper called for not 
judging events prematurely or giving a specific opinion on ''Arafat's sur- 
prise'' because what happened is a great leap forward on the road of the 
Palestinian revolution and even that of the Palestinian cause and the Middle 
East issue as a whole. An atmosphere should be prepared for a wise action 
based on logic and reality, AR-RAYAH said. It is completely out of place 

to cast doubts on ‘Arafat's patriotism or to be skeptical of his sincerity 
to the issue, the paper concluded. 


The English-language newspaper GULF TIMES said in its editorial that it is 
very logical to assume that Camp David is doomed. The meeting between the 
PLO leader and the Egyptian president should be welcomed and not criticized 
because itwill ultimately benefit all the Arabs. 


GULF TIMES said it considers this meeting to be a positive step in the direc- 
tion of the return of Egyptian-Arab relations. 
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SYRIA 


WEST'S MIDEAST POLITICAL MOVES INTENSIFYING 
IN1 72004 Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 1630 GMT 17 Dec 83 
(Palestine broadcast: From the "On the Events" program] 


[Text] Western political activity regarding the resumption of [Middle East 
peace talks based on] the U.S. Camp David settlement has noticeably inten- 
sitied in Paris, Amman, and the occupied territory. The French capital has 
become a center for Jordanian, 'Arafatist, and Israeli activities during the 
past tew days, given that French officials have played an important role in 
this regard after President Reagan's envoy Donald Rumsfeld concluded talks 
in Amman with Prince Hasan about the Reagan plan and the Israeli-U.S. 
Strategic agreement. 


Press sources in Paris pointed out that while King Husayn was in the French 
capital on what was described as a private visit--during which he met with 
President Mitterrand--Elysee press sources announced that the arrangements 
tor ‘Arafat's visit to France have been completed. David Levi, the enemy's 
deputy prime minister, visited France at the same time. During this visit, 
Levi discussed the situation in the region with French officials. Moshe 
Arens, Zionist war minister, announced before the Knesset last Wednesday 

that all doors have been opened for King Husayn to join the Camp David accords 
and that [Israel is waiting for him to join the Camp David accords in the near 
future. It is noteworthy that U.S. President Reagan promised a few days ago 
to use his influence to convince King Husayn to hasten Jordan's joining the 
settlement negotiations. 
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SYRIA 


PROGRESSIVE FRONT'S MEMORANDUM ON U.S. THREATS 
JIN201622 Damascus SANA in Arabic 1440 GMT 20 Dec 83 


[Text] Damascus, 30 Dec (SANA)--The Progressive National Front Central 
Command has called on the world's national and progressive parties and fronts 
to escalate the campaign of denunciation and condemnation against U.S. threats 
and military presence in the Arab region. 


[In a memorandum addressed today to the world's national and progressive 
parties and tronts, the front's Central Command explained that the U.S. mili- 
tary escalation manifested by striking at the Syrian and Lebanese nationalist 
positions in Lebanon and the Lebanese villages shows that the United States 
is no longer satistied with Israel to achieve its hostile schemes; it has 
begun to use its own forces directly in order to impose U.S.-Israeli hegemony 
over the entire Arab region. 


[The memorandum asserts that the U.S. military interference against the Syrian 
forces, and the aggression being prepared against Syria express |word indis- 
tinct] the grudge of U.S. imperialism and international Zionism against 
Syria's steadfastness and confrontation of U.S.-Israeli schemes of aggression, 
expansion, and hegemony. They also show the concern of the United States 

and Israel to get rid of the Syrian obstacle to their hostile and expansionist 
ambitions. 


The memorandum calls for reinforcing the campaign of solidarity with Syria 

in its firm confrontation of the policy of U.S. imperialism and Israel, and 
to help in expanding and deepening the campaign of solidarity in the world 
with the struggle of Syria, the Lebanese nationalist forces, and the 
Palestinian revolution against the U.S. threats and the escalating U.S. mili- 
tary presence in the Arab region. 


The Progressive National Front Central Command concluded the memorandum by 
asserting that the battle Syria is waging today is part of the comprehensive 
battle the world's ftreedom and peace forces are waging. 








SYRIA 


RADIO RAP ‘ARAFAT'S 'CONSPIRATORIAL' MOVE 
IN231444 Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 1230 GMT 23 Dec 83 
| Station commentary] 


\Text|] '‘Aratat's conspiratorial steps, which he has been taking for a long 
Lime, are not a secret to Syria and his current steps have not surprised it. 
Syria has been aware ot the role that ‘Arafat is seeking to play. It warned 
ot this role and contronted it, and exposed this role's tricks and practices. 
Syria contronted this role through its opposition of the trend of submission 
that the aggressors and plotters are trying to impose on our nalion. Syria 
has realized the trend that ‘Arafat pushes through his individualistic and 
despotic stands and his attempts to dominate the Palestinian decisionmaking. 
it also realized such a trend through ‘Arafat's stands that are against the 
Palestinian line of struggle and through his fostering of the stands of 
submission and defeat. Consequently, there has been ‘Arafat's rapprochement 
with the Jordanian regime and his handing of the Palestine question's cards 
over to Husayn through the Jordanian kingdom plan. There has also been the 
attempt to peddle the Reagan plan, the rejection of the democratic dialogue, 
the escalation of discord between the Palestinian brothers, and the fabrica- 
Lion of the battle with Syria--the symbol of steadfastness and confrontation. 
All these matters have been steps on the path of conspiracy and a shift to 
the side that is hostile to the Arab nation and its aspirations as well as 

a violation of the Arab line of struggle and the Palestinian revolution's 
lecisions. 

'Aratat is now proceeding with his trend of submission and is moving to a 
new phase in which he unveils his conspiratorial aid treacherous face and 
gives solid proof of his full involvement in the big conspiracy against our 


Arab nation. ‘Arafat's objectives concerning his arrival in and departure 
from Tripoli have been obvious. He has worked to weaken the Palestinian 
ranks and is currently dreaming of transforming the Palestinian action into 


1 political one, in a manner in which the rifle will not have a major role 

to play. This objective was sought by the forces that are hostile to our 
nation--these forces that are currently welcoming and urging the fulfilment 
of this objective. They have found in ‘Arafat a new race horse on which they 
can bet in their conflict withthe forces that are confronting the aggression. 
The U.S. imperialist circles' welcoming of ‘Arafat's new moves and their hope 
that the Palestinians would turn toward peace negotiations are only a part 

of this designed conspiratorial plan. 











What will ‘Arafat do now in the new phase of the Palestinian struggle? He 
wants to use the slogans after stripping them of their contents. A close 
cooperation with Jordan will be announced later on in order to push this 
conspiracy of submission. 


President Reagan's plan, which tries to rob the Palestinian people of their 
legitimate rights, will be presented once again with new masks in an attempt 
to gain support from certain sides that have sought submission to U.S. colo- 
nialism. Under these new masks, this step will try to get support from 

new parties. But, dreams are certainly different from reality. The 
Palestinian revolution is not Yasir ‘Arafat, and all its different factions 
have voiced absolute rejection of ‘Arafat's trend and conspiratorial steps. 


The Arab nation is not the Jordanian regime or the conspiratorial regimes 

that are proceeding along the Camp David accords. The Arab nation is the 
masses who are lying in wait for all plotters and deviationists. These masses 
look at Syria--the country of steadfastness and confrontation--as the leader, 
the hope, and the solid proof of this nation's capability, vitality, and 
ability to survive and proceed toward defeating the aggressors, regardless 

of all the plotters and defeatists. 
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SYRIA 


DAMASCUS RADIO ON ‘ARAFAT'S CAIRO VISIT 
IN251708 Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 1300 GMT 25 Dec 83 
[Station commentary] 


[Text] Gentlemen, Yasir ‘Arafat's visit to Cairo is a continuation of the 
stands that he has taken during and after the Israeli invasion of Lebanon. 
fhese stands constituted his deviation from the pan-Arab will, his hostility 
to it, his capitulation to its enemy, and even his meeting with this enemy 
through this or that channel, or through this or that formula. At the very 
beginning, Syria advised ‘Arafat and warned him against the consequences of 
his policy and its grave danger for the future of the Palestinian question 
and the future of the Israeli-Arab conflict. Syria told him that in the same 
way the Palestinian question is a national question that concerns the 
Palestinian people, it is also a pan-Arab question that concerns the entire 
Arab nation, because it is linked with its future, destiny, entity, and 
existence. However, ‘Arafat insisted on presenting to the enemies the 
Palestinian question, the outcome of its sons' struggle, and its martyrs' 
blood. Syria did not wish to view ‘Arafat's course outside the framework 

of deviation, error, shortcomings, miscalculations, and short-sightedness, 
because it hoped that ‘Arafat would reconsider his policy, correct his devia- 
tion, keep the sons of the Palestinian people away from internecine con- 
flict, and save their blood for their battles with the Zionist enemy. 


Instead of resorting to reason and assuming national responsibilities, he 
indulged in his deviationist course to a point where talk about miscalcula- 
tions and short-sightedness has become impossible, because all ‘Arafat's 
moves and stands have become characterized by treason, starting with his 
hostility toward Syria, passing through his attempts to hand over to King 
Husayn the destinies of the Palestinian people, and ending with his open and 
repeated meetings with Zionists. 


Due to its stand toward ‘Arafat and his capitulatory and liquidatory course 
against the Palestinian question, Syria was exposed to fierce distortion canm- 
paigns despite ‘Arafat's deviationist and treasonous characteristics. 

‘Arafat has never stopped accusing Syria of attempting to impose trusteeship 
on the PLO and seeking to contain the Palestinian struggle. Despite this 
delusion and slander, ‘Arafat has not recognized one of the facts that Syria 
has warned against and that ‘Arafat has concealed deep inside himself for 
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more delusion and deception. However, the rope of lies is short and does not 
go tar beyond the liar's neck. ‘Arafat has met with the course of Camp 
David that has capitulated to the Zionist enemy, that is hostile to the 
Palestinian question, and that seeks to liquidate it. There is nothing more 
sinful than infidelity. ‘Arafat's treason has become obvious, and all his 
cards have fallen. It has also become impossible even for his closest 
friends not to wash their hands of him, and expose his actions, intentions, 
and future plans. 


Syria does not want to remind of what it has announced regarding the mistakes 
of the supporters of ‘Arafat. It wants to confirm a major and a central fact 
that must be taken into consideration; namely that the Palestinian question 
is a sacred issue and it is the measure for nationalism. Anyone who adheres 
to it, struggles for it, and sacrifices for it deserves to survive; and 
anyone who relinquishes it, is hostile to its sons' struggle, is unable to 
cope with it, and subjugates it to his narrow and personal maneuvers and 
objectives tightens the rope around his neck. Perhaps ‘Arafat's course will 
be an example and a lesson for those who want to learn. There will be no 
revival after falling in the mud of treason and disgrace, only severe, but 
just, punishment. Undoubtedly, the day of punishment is coming. Just as 

we can recall the hero Egyptian people's punishment of As-Sadat, the 
Palestinian people's punishment of ‘Arafat is not too far away. 
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SYRIA 


ASH-SHADHILI ON U.S.-ISRAELI ALLIANCE, ‘ARAFAT VISIT 
IN280715 Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 0415 GMT 28 Dec 83 


| [Text] Algiers--Lieutenant General Sa'd ad-Din ash-Shadhili, secretary 
general ot the Egyptian National Front, has asserted that the U.S.-Zionist 
onslaught on Syria is not new, but it has assumed a serious dimension 
following the signing of the strategic cooperation agreement between the 
United States and [srael. In an interview with the SANA Algiers correspondent 
yesterday, Ash-Shadhili said: Under the strategic cooperation agreement, 
the United States has agreed for the first time to stockpile weapons inside 
the Zionist entity for use by the U.S. Rapid Deployment Forces [RDF] to 
enable these forces to become operational within 2 weeks. Under normal cir- 
cumstances, these forces need 3 months to become operational. This means 
that the RDF must be taken into account when talking about the balance 
between the Syrian and Zionist enemy forces. 


Ash-Shadhili explained that the U.S.-Zionist onslaught on Syria is due to 

two main reasons: First, the Syrian Armed Forces under the command of 
President Hafiz al-Asad have taken large strides recently in achieving a 
strategic balance with the Israeli forces and becoming a real deterrent 
force. Such a strategic balance between an Arab state and Israel is 

rejected by Israel and the United States, because they want Israel to be 

the strongest power in the region. Second, the common U.S.-Israeli objective 
in the Middle East is to enforce U.S.-Zionist hegemony over the entire region 
and the Syrian Armed Forces are the main stumbling bloc--hence the strategic 
cooperation agreement between the United States and Israel. 


Ash-Shadhili described ‘Arafat's visit to the Egyptian regime as a tragedy. 
He said: The United States has not concealed the consequent. results of this 
visit which is the participation of ‘Arafat in what they term the peace 
process, which is in fact a capitulation process on the basis of the Camp 


David accords. 
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FARM FAMILIES TO RECEIVE CREDIT IN DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
Damascus SYRIA TIMES in English 12 Sep 83 p 2 
[Article by Tomader Fateh] 


[Text] Approximately 10,000 farm families (58,000) people would benefit 
directly from the development programme. Typically, each family owns about 
ten to twelve hectares in several parcels which are used to grow mostly field 
crops. Virtually all of the beneficiaries are part of the poverty target 
rural population. Per capita income in the region is presently estimated at 
about LS 800 compared to the estimated national poverty income level (1980) 
of about LS 1.105. The standard of living is generally poor and this has 
been an important factor influencing the migration to urban centers and to 
other countries in search of better income opportunities. At full develop- 
ment, per capita farm-derived incomes are projected to more than double to 
about LS 2,600 computed in constant 1981 prices, based on a conservative 
assumption that farmers would grow only field crops. The projected incomes 
would be higher if the farmers cultivate mixtures of field crops and fruit 
trees. 


Based on holding sizes of ten hectares in Zone I and twelve hectares in 
zone II, where in both of them great rainfalls, and assuming cropping 
patterns, yields and yield development, the financial rates of returns to 
the beneficiaries and economic prices are virtually the same, the economic 
and financial rates of returns on the same entire development programme are 
also virtually the same. However, the financial rates of return to the 
individual beneficiary would be higher because some costs chargeable to the 
programme (e.g. extension and programme administration) would not be 
chargeable to the beneficiary, and also because there are initially heavy 
investment in procurement of equipment for the development programme while 
the benefits accrue gradually while in the case of the individual beneficiary 
the lag between costs and benefits is not as pronounced to have as adverse 
effect on the financial rate of return. 


The return of the farmers’ equity would be even higher because their contribu- 
tion would be small and mostly in kind. Therefore, farmers would have 
substantial financial incentives to participate in the project. 











Based on analysis of tarm budgets for selected ten tield crop models the 
beneficiaries would be able to pay their loans at the prescribed terms 
without undue tinancial hardship. 


Similar analysis on the models for fruit trees inuicated financial rate of 
returns in excess of 30 percent. Farmers are well able to repay their loans 
under the prescribed terms without undue difficulties also. It should be 
also noted that this analysis of credit for financing inputs for maintenance 
of the trees would be needed to be given each year until first harvest for 
most fruit crops (e.g. apples) but some others (e.g. almonds) may require 
this facility for an additional year. The first three years are regarded as 
the crucial ones and farmers tend to maintain the stands more or less by 
themselves. 


Family labour was set at 85 percent of the total labour cost. For subsequent 
years, this tigure was reduced to 50 percent as the fruit plantations would 
have passed the crucial stages and harvesting activities (usually done by 
hired labour) would be the largest contributor to the farm labour cost. 


The Economic Rates of Returns (ERR) on investments in the entire development 
programme is estimated at about 18 percent. The economic rage of return on 
the truit tree component alone is computed at about 20 percent and the 
corresponding return on the field crop component is estimated at about 15 
percent. The net present value discounted at 12 percent over the lite of the 
programme is estimated at about LS 230 million. 


If phase two of the project is not implemented, the ERR on investments in the 
project alone, including the farm machinery for the first year of the second 
phase is computed at about 14 percent. Sensitivity analysis shows that if 
the cost of the project increases by 20 percent and the benefits remain un- 
changed from the base case, or if the benefit is reduced by 20 percent and 
the cost remains unchanged, the ERR on investment in the project is computed 
at 12 percent and 1l percent respectively. A lag of two years in attaining 
the project benefit would result in an ERR of about 1l percent. The above 
estimates are based on the previously discussed projections of cropping 
pattern, vields and their development, investment costs and their phasing 
and prices. 
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HIGHWAY PROJECT LINKS COAST WITH INTERIOR 


Damascus SYRIA TIMES in English 21 Sep 83 p 3 


[Article by Talab Mahadi] 


[Text ] 


The prosperity and 
progress of every human 
civilization depends. in one 
Part or another. on vital 
advancements in various 
fields. whether economic. 
cultural or industrial. 

A ego0od system of roads 
and highwavs contribute so 
much to boosting standards 
of living in a country at anv 
given time. Svria. which 
had a glorious past at all 
levels of achievement. has 
embarked on fulfilling a 
gigantic plan of building a 
network of modern roads 
and international highwavs 
in the northern part of the 
countrv. This network of 
roads is named after the 
areas in which thev are 
Situated. namely the 
coastal-Eion Shargia- 
al-Ghab highwav. 

In tracing the date of its 
inception the project was 
first studied bv a French 
construction companvy. 
which decided to drop it 
because of its high costs. 
and the lack of heavy trucks 
to use it 

In 1980. the Supreme 
Planning Council adopted a 
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plan to re-shoot the project 
after a survev study proved 
its vital importance for the 
country. Construction work 
of the project began in the 
last quarter of the same 
vear. 

The project which costs a 
total of LS 200 million. ts 
considered the first of its 
kind to link the coastal 
towns and cities with the 
inland part of Svria. The 
starting point of the project 
is Ras al-Ein village on 
Lattakia- Tartous highway 
about 60 metres above sea 
level. and ends at the 
Asharna Dam of. Hama 
Governorate. The road 
passes through {numerous 
villages and towgs situated 
on various levels’ of 
mountains whose altitude 
sometimes reaches 1180 
metres above sea level. The 
overall lenght of — the 
planned highway ts 46 km. 

It has valuable assets for 
the population centres and 
for the raising of their 
economic standards. for it 
cuts short the distance 
between the Svrian ports 
and the centres of 
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production inside the 
country As an example. the 
highway shortens bv 50 km 
the distance between 
lL attakia and Damascus via 
Hama An estimated 80 km 
distance would be dropped 
from the Lattakia-Hama 
highway after the 
completion of the project. 
The highway will also 
contribute to the flournshing 
of tourism because tl passes 
through picturesque 
landscape of pasture land 
and hills The coastal hills 
and mountains. running 
close to the road. will be 
major touristic spots due to 
their moderate climate. 

The project will help 
curb the continued 
inter-migration = especially 
from far off areas to the 
industrial centres which 
cause overcrowdedness. 
Electrcitv. water and other 
facilifies will be secured for 
these areas The staff of the 
project numbers 450 
emplovees of various fields 
of specializations. They are 
distributed to the © six 
sections of the project 
which cover all stages of 
work. from excavation nght 
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up to the final stage of 
asphaltuing work. 

An estimated 100 
vehicles of various types 
were brought in. A large 
number of workers were 
trained on maintenance of 
vehicles. a step which eased 
off the ‘monopolies 
practised bv the private 
sector. 

Workers in Ein-Shargia. 
for example were able to 


provide good maintenaace 
for engines and Dulldozers 


The concrete mixers used in 
the project have an output 
capacity of 120 tonnes per 
hour which ts used partly in 
the project while the 
surplus goes to other 
projects after contracts are 
signed with municipalities 
and technical _— services 
departments. 

The project workers who 
belong to a public sector 
company also carry out 
works other than the 
al-Ghab highwav. such as 
super markets and 
telephone installations One 
of these projects is the 
supermarket at the village 
of Beit Yashout. which lies 
on the highway. and the 
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construction of the co-axial 
cable which links Beit 
Yashout with main cities at 
a lenght of 11 km. The Beit 
Yashout telephone building 
also undertaken bv the 
Project management cost 
three million Svrian 
Pounds. 

Emplovees sav that thev 
are facing two tough 
obstacles in their work. a 
natural one and another 
one relating to an objective 
survey study. Hard ridges 
make it difficult for workers 
and vehicles to make good 
advance. Sometimes. 
construction works come to 
a halt especially in the 
rocky areas of Maghaisa 
and Ghafeer. The Marble 
Company took the task of 
investing the area. which 
resulted in opening a 
bvpass which contributed to 
the’ acceleration of the 
major work. 

Hewever. the project has 
some bad assets on 
agricultural ievel. Vast 
tobacco-cultivated areas 
and olive trees are 
demolished. Nevertheless 
the gains from the project 
might be worthwhile. 
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BRLEFS 

\L-~THAWRAH IRRIGATION PROJECT--Dar'a (SANA)--The first stage of al-Thawra 
irrigation project is almost completed and work to link water networks of 

the governorate's villages with the project's main network is underway. 

‘his was part of a statement given here on Saturday to SANA by the Governor, 
Mr Mohammad Mustafa Miro who added that 27 villages all over the governorate 
have been provided with potable water. The two-stage vital project will 
secure potable water to more than 48 villages throughout the governorate. 

he total length of the project's water pipes amounts to 160 kilometers. 
Fight iping stations feeding 23 reservoirs will soon be constructed. 

The « t§ the project's first stage totalled LS 70 million. The project 
hich is one of the country's largest water projects will be inaugurated during 
the country's celebrations of the Correctionist Movement anniversary on 


ember 16. [Text] [Damascus SYRIA TIMES in English 25 Sep 83 p 2] 


/RLAN-POLISH INFORMATLON AGREEMENT--Damascus, 18 Dec (SANA)--A news coopera- 
tion agreement was signed here today between the Syrian Arab News Agency 
\NWA! and the Polish Press Agency [PAP] in the presence of the Polish 


imbassador in Damascus. The agreement includes the necessary means for 
bolstering and increasing the size of news exchange between the two agencies 
ind for exchanging pictures concerning the political, economic, and cultural 
iccomplishments between the two countries. [Excerpt] [JN181505 Damascus 
ANA in Arabic 1425 GMT 18 Dec 83 JN] 
Ly 1g 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


UAE PAPER ON ABU DHABI'S GAS RESERVES 
GF201154 Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 20 Dec 83 p 1 
[Article by Ahmad Hassan] 


[Text] Latest studies on the gas reserves of the world show that the known 
gas reserves of Abu Dhabi could last another 400 years at the present rate 
of extraction. A similar estimate has been made for the gas reserves of 
Dubai, Ash-Shariqah and Ra's al-Khaymah. 


Petroleum Ministry sources indicate that, according to the latest surveys, 
the reserves of natural gas in the country are much higher than what was esti- 
mated at the beginning of the current [as published]. 


These sources point out that in 'Ajman, the drilling of the second well in 
the (Hamiddiyah) region is progressing well, and the estimate of potential 
reserves of natural gas are in Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait, Libya, Egypt and 
Afghanistan. 


[Informed sources point out that gas reserves in Abu Dhabi amount to more than 
6.3 billion cubic meters, which is roughly three percent of the entire gas 
reserves of the world. 


The 13 OPEC states have nearly 3/7 percent of the world's reserves of gas 
between them. Nineteen percent of the reserves are known to be in the Middle 
East, while 43 percent are located in the East European and other communist 
countries. 


With regard to other AGCC states, the reports say that the gas reserves of 
Saudi Arabia could last 370 years, those of Kuwait 295 years, Qatar 7/54 years 
and Bahrain 60 years. The gas reserves of Oman were not accounted for. 


According to these reports, at the present rate of production, the gas 


reserves of Iran could last 1,600 years, although the known reserves are 
less than those of Saudi Arabia and Algeria. 
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' i; "LIOUIDATION IUAD YES FED 
Potential Danger Noted 
inila 1 TODAY in English 3 Dec 83 p 6 
ext entified Lranian “Liquidation squads” have "hit" no Filipinos 
r ¢ lents here ot foreign nationalit’ , that is no guarantee that 
it their killings and stabbings to anti-Khomeini compatriots. 
ready t ive been noted by military intelligence as taking active part 
trat in Metro Manila and in Mindanao while stirring anti- 
! timents with their books, pamphlets and manifestos. Indeed, 
! ippear to have come here first t spread Iran's Isl L( 
t 1 econd to pursue higher studies in Philippine universities 
Ly here is no telling where their tanatical mission is going 
; | ; ; 
telligence sources are convinced that the suicide bomb attack 
t larters of the United States Marines and French paratroopers in 
r inned and carried out by ilite tanati ; The attack on | 
Y irte 1 Lebanon was similarly attributed to them by Israeli author- 
t ot far-fetched to believe that th uuld be able to insti 
infla 11 Moslen inatics, like the "juramentados" of the early 1] 
ttack Philippine establishments. Manifestos of Iranian Moslem 
1ilippines distributed among members of Muslim communities 
estruction of government buildings, public facilities like 
fa tric Company (Meralco) and Philippine Long Distance Telephone 
, radio and television stations atter the ittern set by Iran 
in eneran. 
} t be seriou it tthe moment. But the potential ire there. 
is ilread be ect 1 ith economi risi ind in ¢ t ] re it 
{ { Ore 4 I v ( iteurs i mu i lt 1ieeds i lO i ¢ in the e 
iot, there re, mark tlme ibout deporting, not t end 
t troublemaker! a to their home country. [f e | nissi 
eportation ( ) uuld declare a foreign priest "ners 
i) l him o int 1 departin aircraft, it ruld the same 
ive ymn itte in fense against the pea tran ilit 











"Hit Group’ Members Detained 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 3 Dec 83 pp 6, 8 


[Text] Citizens are beginning te ask if Iranian oil is so vital to the 
Philippines that Iranians claiming to be students but acting like agents 
provocateur can break Philippine laws, suborn the educational systen, 

defy all authority and preach revolution with impunity. Such questions 

are now asked because authorities here appear to be temporizing on the 
deportation of three so-called students now under detention for alleged 
illegal detention. These are Amir Hoozain Kamboozian, alleged head of 

an [Iranian ‘hit group," and Mohammad Tahmidi and Gholamali Abdulnoori. 

They are accused of beating up and detaining an apolitical Iranian student 
allegedly at the Iranian embassy at Makati. It is recalled that immigration 
i1uthorities waived all legal processes in booting out of the country certain 
priests the government considered personae non grata. So, why not apply the 
same rule of thumb on undesirable Iranians, it is asked. 
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\KIS LAWN 


NWFP GOVERNOR TO SUBMIT REPORT TO ZIA ON PAKISTANIS ABROAD 
slamabad THE MUSLIM in English 10 Dec 83 p 6 


lext] Peshawar, Dec 9--The NWFP Governor Lt-Gen Fazle Haq has said that a 
letailed report on the problems and requirements of the Pakistanis working in 
the Gult tates would be submitted to the President in about two weeks. 

m his return trom an official 12-day visit to Abu Dhabi, Doha, Dubai and 
audi Arabia this morning he told newsmen that his report on the subject will 
ilso include recommendations for the benetit of the overseas Pakistanis. The 
report and the recommendations would be in the Light of what he had discussed 
ith the people concerned. The governor was accompanied by NWFP's Senior 


wit 
Minister Arbab Mohammad Jehangir. 


Replying to a question the Governor said that special cell would be established 
in the Frontier province to deal with the difficulties of the overseas Pakis- 
tanis, ilk of whom in the areas he visited were from this province. Mere lip 
service, he said, served no useful purpose and these Pakistanis continued to 
lot otf complaints here and there and these have to be removed so that 

he people who were helping the country's economy in a big way had no routine 
sort otf complaints. 

His visit, he added, had a twofold purpose. First to know about the problems 
ind jtuirements and secondly to assess the capacity of the people from 
this area to invest in certain projects. Most of these workers, he pointed 

t rere small earners and hence were not supposed to come forward with any 


i -* 


-- 


vestments. With special incentives and assistance they, however, could 
vest in smaller units for which they had shown their willingness. The 
erseas workers from other provinces too, he said, had expressed the desire 


in this province and they too are welcome. 


e told another questioner that he had very frank discussions with the UAE 
tuthorities he had met and they had assured that the genuine grievances of 


e Pakistani workers would be sorted out. 


overnor pointed out that the overseas Pakistanis knew very little about 
the developments taking shape in their country and there was need to keep them 
ibreast of all what was being done here for the welfare of the people. In 
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it exchang \f journalists could be a truitful exercise. 











Governor Fazle Haq said that during his stay in the Gulf he addressed a 

number of gatherings a couple of which were as big as 20,000 and he explained 
the prevailing situation in Pakistan both political and economic. On the 
Afghan issue he told the Pakistanis that the government's policy had the 
support of almost all the people and the only exception could be a few poli- 
ticians. It was because of the support of the people that the Afghan refugees 
had been well received and there had been no serious law and order problem 
because of them anywhere although in Frontier alone they were more than two 
million. 


A large number of elite of the province including some federal and provincial 
ministers were present at the airport to receive the Governor and the Senior 
Minister. 


CSO: 4600/211 








4 , rte 4 at _ - 4 — tte. r) . - . ; 
Articl it arachl Diary Olumn Dy Aey Aey: Update on Polit ians' | 


[Text] Atter the third protest meeting of his first phase of the Direct 


Action pr ramme Moulana Shah Ahmed Noorani is oft to Amsterdam to lay the 
foundation ston f the first ever mosque in Holland. 


ne iS Sup] é to ome back by the end of December. 


Musheer Ahmed Pesh Imam was ultimately allowed to see his party boss in 


Abbottabad. I met him after his return from there expecting something sensa- 
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pointed. He had nothing new to say. He is planning to 


go On a tour of Sind and might talk to the Press about that later. 
yardat izari's detention is about to expire and is expected to be extended 
further. r the time being, a police guard remains posted at the gate of 


his bungalow outh Street, off Sunset Boulevard in Defence Housing Society. 


yhulam Mustafa Jatoi and Khawaja Khairuddin continue to share the rest house 


— 


of the Karachi Central Jail between them, while Moulana Ehtramul Haque Thanvi, 


Mumtaz Bhutt ind many others are within the stoned walls which make a prison. 


Miss Benazir Bhutto has been awarded another extension otf 90 davs to her * 


wetention in litton. Her toothache and ear and nose ailments are being 
treated wit 1 lot of ire. 
The rumour that she has applied for permission to go abroad t see her ailing 


mother have been denied by provincial authorities. 


bevum Fraknri, me of the nieces of Begum Bhutto, was oft-loaded trom a Britis 
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Pro! hat r Ahmed is alright but a bit aggrieved. His theory of a broad 
based alliance of different political parties has failed, as a result of 
which he sees no silver Lining to the dark clouds over the political scene. 
eatn 


The death of two prominent film personalities, Whaeed Murad and Najm 
Mehboob, within a span of two weeks is very topic of discussion for people 


flee re 


Immediate] itter the death of Waheed most of his films were on the projectors 
in the cinema halls and the exhibitors have definitely profited by them. Now 


. aa , ' , 
it i laima Mehboob’s turn. Let us see how her death is traded on the box 
t Rs 14 a kilo, but it has now fallen to Rs l2. 


Narcotics is headlines have now been replaced by onions. The price has gone 


it did not affect my monthly budget, as my wife is an economist by experience. 
he knows how to cut the cloth according to the size. While she used to 

purchase a kilo daily, now it has been reduced to a pao. I think this is the 

best way to tight the price hike. Instead of increasing the supply to bring 

| lown, One should concentrate on reducing the demand. Because 


1iS is what we have control over. 


luring the last six and a half years or so, my domestic expenses have remained 


e same. nly the quantity of food items has been continuously reducing. 
Mutton to feed six of us has been reduced from half to a quarter of a kilo, 


iappaties from three for each to two. So far as milk is concerned, we have 
switched over trom fresh cow milk to from Holland or some other foreign 


hough this has thinned my children and my wife is looking unusually skinny, 
it has saved me from many other problems which I would have definitely failed 
a ror y ] 

inda 


weather in Karachi has brightened up the landa bazar. Suits, sweaters 
ind jackets of all kinds are on exhibit, thanks to those who can afford to buy 
ew suit ind warm clothing every year and reject the old one for us. 








PAKISTAN 


MINISTER SAYS NO INJUSTICE DONE TO SIND 
lslamabad THE MUSLIM in English 12 Dec 83 p 8 


[Text] Hyderabad, Dec 11--The Defence Minister Mir Ali Ahmed Khan Talpur 
has said that any agitation or confrontation with any government could not 
bring truitful results. 


Addressing a public meeting at village Haji Sattar Dino about 10 miles from 
here he said that when Hurs had launched the Hur movement they were eliminated 
and lands in Sanghar were occupied by others. 


He said the present government had done no injustice to the people of Sind, 

but actually njustice had been done to the people of Sind by the previous 
governments. Quoting an example of the former Chief Minister of Sind late 
Muhammad Ayub Khorl, he said that Khuro when he was in power did not allot 
barrage lands to the people of Sind but allotted lands to the people of Punjab. 
He said that he was an honest and law-abiding citizen and respected the 
existence law. He said that his two sons are absconding and warrant of their 
arrest had been issued but he did not request the President to cancel the 
arrest orders of his sons as he only believed in the process of law. 


He said that the political leaders who are claiming themselves as champions 
of democracy were always licking shoes of those who were in power and they 
were Opportunists. He said that Sind was a patriotic unit as the Sind 
Assembly was the first Assembly which had passed first the resolution for 
Pakistan and a few men who could be counted on fingers could not separate 
Sind from Pakistan. He criticised the former Prime Minister, his wife and 
daughters Miss Benazeer Bhutto. 
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PAKISTAN 


COMMENTARY ON NETHERLANDS CASE AGAINST PAKISTANI SCIENTIST 
[Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 10 Dec 83 p 4 


[Article in the "Spectrum" column by Khalid Akhtar: "Dr A.Q. Khan's 
Affairs” ] 


[Text] We are now quite familiar with the pattern of the smear campaign 
intermittently Launched against our peaceful nuclear programme. It has 
been orchestrated to play a certain tune, the tempo going up and down, 
iccording to the need of the given time and occasion. The whole thing has 
been planned so immaculately that we have been kept on the defensive all 


the time. 


Vur response to the Jewish-Indian lobby to keep us away from nuclear tech- 
nology has remained a weak and fragile one. At decisive and crucial moments 
we have tumbled leaving ourselves wide open for all kinds of speculations. 
We are not making the ‘Islamic Bomb' and most of our adversaries know it. 
But this is not enough to beat back the tirade against our modest nuclear 
programme. We may take satisfaction in that whatever we are saying is 
nothing except the truth. But the truth loses its validity if not applied 


when it should be. 


[f ever there was a need to defend our nuclear programme it was in the case 
of Dr A.Q. Khan. Here was our most eminent scientist, head of our most 
important nuclear project, who was being persecuted by a Dutch court and we 
watched it as if this did not concern us. Not for a moment it crossed our 
minds that it was not Dr Khan who was on trial, but it was our nuclear 
programme facing judgement and that a verdict against Dr Khan would not be 
1 verdict against the scientist but against our nuclear programme. 


Now Dr Khan stands ‘convicted’ in absentia to four-year terms for attempting 
to get a nuclear secret. This will make the West relaunch its campaign 
igainst our nuclear programme with lot more vigour. The judgement will be 
blown up out of all proportion and given multiple dimensions. We will soon 
start feeling that it ‘bites.’ 


The way the verdict has come about indicates that substantial thinking has 
zone on behind the move to "corner Pakistan" on the nuclear issue. It needs 
no argument to convince the world that nuclear secrets do not travel by post, 
ind certainly not when a Third World country like Pakistan is involved. 











(After all, Dr Khan has only sought certain harmless information from his 
former colleague in the Netherlands through a letter). Secondly, the Dutch 
government has suddenly realised after six years that an attempt was made to 
get a nuclear secret smuggled out of the country. (Dr Khan had sought informa- 
tion as far back as 1977). All this shows that the "Western allies" had been 
waiting for an opportunity to ‘hook’ Pakistan. And when they got the oppor- 
tunity they did not spare us no matter how flimsy the grounds. 


The more important question is: why Pakistan silently watched the persecution 
ot its top scientist. Did it dismiss the whole thing as an insignificant 
affair. Did our Foreign Office remain uninformed about the plot to malign our 
scientist and nuclear programme. If the answer is in affirmative the ignorance 
has cost us dearly. Whatever may be the case the lapse has been too great to 
be allowed to go by unnoticed. 


Happily the government has now moved to fight Dr Khan's case both in a court 
of law and at official levels. While the legal battle will take its own 
course it is hoped that the Foreign Office will step in strongly to remedy 
the wrong done to our country's celebrated scientist citizen. 





Dr Khan may have felt deserted and disillusioned. His changing for being 
‘convicted’ for the ‘crime’ which he had not committed--must be great. He has 
become a 'bad guy" for the West for being a crucial factor in Pakistan's nuclear 
programme. But in his sufferings he has emerged as a hero, the heart beat of 

the million of Muslims. This is Dr Khan's reward for the services he has 
rendered to the nation and ummah. His ‘conviction’ is a "badge of honour" for 
himself, Pakistan and the Muslim ummah. 
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CONVICTION OF SCIENTIST BY DUTCH COURT CRITICIZED 

[slamabad THE MUSLIM in English 8 Dec 83 pp l, 8 

[Article by Ashraf Hashmi: "Dr A.Q. Khan Case: Pakistan's Response Should 
Be Hard-Hitting | 

Text] [slamabad, Dec 6--The Government of Pakistan is understood to have 
decided to take the case of the country's renowned and respected scientist Dr 
7? | j ’ 


\bdul Oadeer Khan to a superior Dutch court as an appeal against the judgment 
t a lower court ot that country sentencing the Pakistani nuclear scientist 
to tour years imprisonment in absentia on the most ridiculous and flimsiest 
res of attempting to obtain some insignificant classified information from 
of his old assistants in 1976-77 by writing a letter from Pakistan. 


(he Law Ministry is said to have fully studied the case and was in the process 
of engaging some Lawyers to represent Dr Khan's case in one of the superior 
courts in Holland. The Foreign Office is also taking up the matter with the 
Dutch Government. 


Commenting on the judgment announced on Nov 14 by the Amsterdam court legal 
experts described it as classic in legal history. They said the question 
isked by Dr Khan is reported to have concerned some information on one of 
thousands ot complicated and sophisticated components and instruments used 
in an ultracentrifuge machine and plant. But the public prosecutor deli- 
berately misled the court on the consequences of the information had it been 
given. The prosecutor, they said, foolishly tried to paint a doomsday for 
the world if this insignificant information was mace available to Dr Khan. 
lo suggest that by obtaining a tyre of a F-16, Dr Khan would make thousands 
of F-16 and annihilate the entire world is a mischief of the greatest order. 


Everybody who is any body in centrifuge technology fully knows that information 
related to a single component is useless itself as a centrifuge consists ot 
hundreds of highly sophisticated and precision components made from exotic 
materials. The process to run a centrifuge, to put up cascades and to be 
ible to separate i opes is a herculean task requiring thousands of millions 
of dollars. The time taken by the Europeans and the Japanese to accomplish 


‘ = ° . 9%) . . 
the job is reported to be about 20 years. 














these legal experts expressed the view that Dr Khan never got an answer to his 
letter but the Dutch judiciary woke up suddenly after six years of long slumber 
ind ynvicted our most well-known and able nuclear scientist on these flimsy 
grounds of so-called an attempted crime in a foreign country. The unprecedent 
haste and deliberate act to prosecute Dr Khan is evident from the fact that he 
was not intormed of the court proceedings, no summons were served on him though 
the public prosecutor, the Dutch police and the Dutch Embassy in Islamabad 

knew his address. Thus no chance was given to him to defend himself. 


However, when Dr Khan came to know about the case from a newspaper sent to him 
trom Holland he immediately sent express telegrams to the judge informing her 
otf his shock and surprise at the case and for not being given the opportunity 
to defend himself. As the world news media later confirmed, the judge did get 
those telegrams in time but in order to satisfy the guilty conscience of the 
Dutch bureaucracy the judge prosecuted Dr Khan and closed the proceedings in 
an hour. 


(he question arises: why all this haste? The Dutch judiciary has a tradition 
of tairness, impartiality and independence. The answer is not difficult to 
find. There have been massive demonstrations throughout Europe against the 
development ot Lethal and dangerous American nuclear weapons and Holland is 

in the forefront. The people there have been agitating violently against the 
deployment of missiles and the judge had to order the court to be vacated 
during the proceedings against Dr Khan as hundreds of demonstrators shouted 
slogans against the government for making Dr Khan a scape-goat for her policy. 
The people picketed with placards outside the court to protest against the 
case. By convicting Dr Khan one legal expert said, the judge and the Dutch 
Government wanted to play the Good Guy who punished a "criminal," who, though 
he did not obtain any information, tried to know about a non-significant piece 
of know-how. However, if the Dutch Government, he asked, was so hard on such 
a small matter, how could it be a party to the “spread of nuclear weapons.” 

A nice comedy for public consumption at Dr Khan's cost! 


The law applied, they said, itself has no international legal value. You 

can make any law as long as it applies to your own citizens and nationals and 
to your own soil. "You cannot thrust them on a foreign country or a foreigner 
in a foreign country. If we, the law experts added, follow the Dutch law in 
question, the entire world would become a world of criminals and prosecutors. 
It will not only be against international code or conduct but also an infringe- 
ment of sovereignty of an independent state if anybody tries to apply his own 
laws on a foreign country or a foreigner in a foreign country. If it was not 
so, they said, the Russian, the American and the Cuban courts would be busy 
prosecuting nationals of each other. 


[The charge against Dr Khan that he wrote a letter to someone asking for some 
information was most ridiculous as anybody can write a letter to Mr Reagan or 
to Mr Andropov and ask for information on ICBMs or H-bomb. You just ignore 
or refuse the request. No crime is done. If you give the information then 
you are committing a crime against your own country and are liable to 
prosecution according to your own law, they concluded. 
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The judgment of the Dutch court has been sharply resented by the peopl: t the 


country. They believe that the prosecution and conviction of Dr } t 
the conviction ot an individual Pakistani. Dr Khan is not on! 

government ofticial but is the pride of the nation. By convictin: im the 
Dutch and the West have convicted Pakistan's nuclear programme and humiliated 
the nation’s pride. The government, they said, should not remain idle as it 
was incumbent on it to respond strongly in a hard-hitting manner to the judg- 


ment of a publicity hungry judge of a small court, ignorant of international 
code of conduct. The public prosecutor lied to the judge, who being a layman 
not being able to comprehend the technicalities of these accusations accepted 
the stupid assertions made by the prosecutors. 

The government, these circles maintained, must not sit idle till the mischiet 
is removed and the court verdict is reversed and declared null and void. Dr 
Jadeer Khan must be exonerated of all these mischevous and fabricated charges. 
He is our most brilliant nuclear scientist who has put Pakistan prominently on 
the world map of nuclear technology. He has broken the monopoly of the West in 
the field of uranium enrichment and has shown the way to developing countries 
that given the determination, the obstacles of Western technological dominance 
can be broken even in such a sophisticated field as the enrichment of uranium. 


There is one more point on which Dr Khan has shown the way to others and won 
the admiration of the entire nation and that is his selflessness. We hear of 
so many Pakistani "top scientists and engineers" working abroad and so "keen" 
ind impatient to "serve" their homeland. The patriotic way they want to serve 
Pakistan is to work abroad, enjoy the luxuries of the host countries, make 
short trips to Pakistan as adviser at Pakistan's expense, give some unpractical 
advice and go back. When they show some interest to come, they want to come on 
their own terms and want to live like foreign executives in their own country 
whereas in the countries of residence they are unknown and dispensable. Dr 
Khan came to Pakistan without any preconditions, without any demand of 
exorbitant salary or facilitieis. He just came and put his heart and soul 

to give his best to the country. Everybody knows that even today he is not 
paid more than senior civil servant or more than his own colleagues and has 
never aspired for any facilities or benefits on the basis of what he has given 
to Pakistan. 
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SeAeKRe 2 


‘DUTCH Court Convicts 
Dr. Qadeer’. So read a 
headline in a local news- 
paper the other day. I was 
shocked. Couldn't believe 
mv eyes. What on earth 


could warrant his convic- 
tion? Of what was he guilty? 
How could a court convict a 
foreign national? These and 
a host of other questions 
started echoing in my mind, 
filling it with the most dis- 
turbing reverberations. | 
could not sit tight; jumped 
on my feet, and phoned 
Qadeer — a family friend 
whom I know so well. We 
agreed to meet at dinner. 


Dr. Abdul Qadeer Khan, none 
who knows him will disagree, is a 
modest, humble soul utterly shy of 
publicity. But destiny has placed 
him right under the spotlight of 
vested Western media and put him 
at the centre of attention of those 
who tire not of speaking of a so 
called ‘Islamic Bomb’ the prospects 
of which exist only in their mmagina 
tion. At first he did not agree to 
open his mouth on the subject. But 
in the end I was, luckily I think, 
able to persuade him to talk 

The High Court of Amsterdam 
sentenced him on November 14 to 
tour years imprisonment in ab 
sentia for trying to obtain classified 
information tn 1977 some yeais af 
ter he hud left the Netherlands for 
Pakistan. Did you mark the words 


VERDICT AGAINST SCIENTISTS SEEN BASED ON SUPPOSITION 


"Dutch Court's Verdict Based on Suppositions"] 


“trving to obtain” and “after he 
had lett the Netherlands?” Simply 
put, it means that the honourable 
Dutch court convicted him of an un- 
committed ‘crime’. The prosecu 
tion counsel admitted that Dr 
Khan did not steal any classified 
information while in Holland. So, 
even the charge of “trying to ob- 
tain” the said information related 
to a time when the accused was in 
Pakistan and thus had a complete 
and indisputable alibi. How could 
he then be convicted? Beats me’ 


‘Classified’ intormation 


Dr. Khan was found guilty of try 
ing to Obtain classitted intorma- 
tion. | could not understand how he 
did at sitting thousunds of miles 
away. So | asked him. What hap- 
pened was like this: while coming 
to Pakistan, he was told by his 
triend, Mr Veerman ot the FDO, to 
let him know of anytiing he needed 
trom Holland tor his research pro 
ject. During the R and D work, Dr. 
Khan happened to require informa- 
won about bottom damper. Re- 
membering the otter made by Mr 
Veerman, he wrote to his triend 
und requested for some intorma 
tion. His good triend never replied 
The information never arrived 
Yet, Dr. Khan’s letter was used as 
the only evidence by the prosecu- 
von to prove the charge against 
him. Have you ever heard ot a 
weaker ground tor conviction? At 
leust Lhaven't 


I have talked to a number ot 
senior, eaperienced lawyers. They 
all maintain that writing a letter 





CK KOM WUOriiation Goes nut 
COfstiftute af alflempt lo comaul an 
vileme. What ts the universally 
recognised set of detinitions ot the 
word “attempt’ in legal parlance? 
Halsbury's “Law of England” de 

tines the word imi the tourth edition 
of Volume II on pure 49 at pura o4 
4> TolLows 


\u attempt is any overt act im 
medistely Connected with the com- 
fission af an ollence and torming 
Part OF 4 series Of acts which, uf not 
uerruplted of trustrated or 
abandoned, would result in the 
culmmuission of the completed ott- 
eme. Acts remotely connected to- 
wards the commission of an oftence 
LaHnot Constitute an offence is not 
sulliciently proximate and it is not 
dnattempt merely to procure mate 
rials with which to commit the 
offence” 

In “Corpus Juris Secundum”, a 
treatise by Francis J. Ludes, (Vol- 
<2 Para 73) the expression ‘at- 
tempt’ has been defined as an act 
done with intent tocommit acrime, 
beyond mere preparation, but fal- 
ling Short of its actual commission 

Similarly, the American and Eng 
lish Encyclopaedia of Law (Vol. HI 
page 250, Edition Il) offers the fol 
lowing definition 

“An act done in part execution of 
criminal design amounting to more 
than mere preparation, but falling 
short of actual consummation, and 
possessing, except for failure of 
consummation, all the elements of 
the substant’ ve crime” 

Now, these are definitions given 
by world authorities on the subject. 
Applying them to what Dr. Qadeer 

han did, one can easily conclude 
that even it a letter had been writ- 
ten, the mere writing of it from 
Pakistan, soliciting some informa 
tion from somebody in Holland, 
cannot constitute an offence or an 
attempt to commit an offence. To 
believe otherwise is to fly in the 
face of pustice 


Invalid charge 


Even if we naively suppose for 
the sake of argument that wr'ting 
the said letter was tantamount to 
an attempt to commit offence, how 
can we ignore the fact that its wri- 
ter 1s not a Dutch national and that 
the letter was written from outside 
the Netherlands? By convicting 
him, the Amsterdam High Court 
has given extra-territorial jurisdic- 


77 


tion to the municipal laws of Hol 
land and apphed them to a citizen 
of an independent sovereign State 
even when the act complained of 
was not committed on the Dutch 
soul. This amounts to condemning a 
person without hearing him | can 
not believe that any norm of inter 
national law allows it 

Here | am tempted to recal! a 
Press report published only a few 
days ago saying that the Sri Lanka 
Government has decided not to 
take legal action against the BBC 
tor misrepresenting the events in 
that country. The Sri Lankan 
Attorney-General! said that any at 
tempt by the State to assume 
jurisdiction © respect of acts com 
mitted in another country by 
foreign nationals might be con 
sidered as an infringement of 
sovereignty. How correct! 

\s opposed to the Sri Lankan 
Attorney-General, what did the 
Dutch Public Prosecutor do? He in- 
uated = proceedings against “a 
foreign national for an act not even 
committed. The matter was not 
stopped at, that. In their en- 
thusiasm, perhaps to tind a 
scapegoat tor the guilty Dutch con 
science, they over-excecded their 
powers and jurisdicuon = and 
sentenced him. Prima facie, the 
conviction has thus no legal stand- 
ing and needs to be declared null 
and avoid. 


The invalidity of the charge 
against Dr. Khan and the non- 
jurisdiction of tac Dutch Court 
needing no more elaboration, let 
me now turn te the contention 
about the significance of the infor- 
mation sought by him. 

A centrifuge is said tobe a highly 
sophisticated machine consisting 
of hundreds of high precision com- 
ponents having very tight toler- 
ances. H the number, suophistica- 
tion and complexity of al] the com- 
ponents of a plant are viewed in 
their entirety and are taken into 
con ideration, the bottom damper 
appears to be less than a tiny drop 
of water in the sea, the presence or 
absence of which its of no signifi 
cance or value by itself. Moreover, 
it is @ Mechanical part which has 
hundred and one other industrial 
uses. One must also realise that the 
importance or value of a bottom 
damper is zero compared to the 
equipment sold or supphed openly 
by the FDO and all the Western 
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” Suppressed temporarily. It can 
( be swept under the carpet 


permanently 


> 


’ 


Ihe second point — interna 
tonal propaganda — needs a little 
more detailed examination. The 
Western media has been for vears 
now jumping, as vultures would at 
tack a corpse, and carrying out a 
vicious Campaign never seen be 
fore against a person OF @ Country 
Blatant lies have been spread con 


tinuously and Geliterate 
Of a well orchestrated ettort 
fully planned and meticulous!» e. 
ecuted The BBC took Pains to pr 
due 4 programme telling 
corted stories and quoting pec; 
out of fictitious context Fy, 
book has been published on th, 
tallied ‘Islan Kom! 


Western propaganda 


hie j vee ! These Que 
‘ pole Tt Western work ‘ 
to recognise the right of the bhird 
World countries tO ag 
KrOW beady , Ulie Ophistic ated 
branches al nodern scicl ’ iid 


technology. lhev continue to treat 
it as their sole Monopely and deny 
the Third World any significant 
shure of ut. They do not want the 
developing Countmes to shed thei 
dependence on the industridaiised 
nations in any important treld of 
development activity 


This regrettable attitude of tne 
Western world comes under 4a 
sharper focus where the Muslim 
countries are concerned as there 
he contrivances and manipula 
tions of the Zionist lobby come into 
play with tull force. Their intluence 
over the Western media put its tull 
weight behind the propaganda 
against Pakistan which wishes to 
acquire nuclear technology = tor 
peacetul purposes. This determina 
tion of Pakistan is too much tor the 
Zionist lobby to stomach Dr 
Qudeecl! Khun’s story is 4 part ol 
that tabrication, Spices are occa 
sionally added to make it saleable 


Concoctions and wild-running 
mMaginations May have made the 
‘Dr. Khan Story’ fancitul and in- 
teresting tor the readers. Even a 
member of the judiciary of a 
civilized country seems to have 
been carried away by it. This is a 
mockery of the highly revered val- 
ues of justice in the Netherlands in 
particular and the world in general 
Will some one’s conscience prick to 
correct the wrong?—s.A.R. 





\K N 
INDO-PAK RELATIONS: WORSE SAID STILL TO COME 
lslamabad THE MUSLIM in English 8 Dec 83 p 4 
Article by Mushahid Hussain: "Indo-Pak Relations: Worse Still To Come"] 
[Text] Recent events in Pakistan and India have led to the unravelling of 
the bilateral relationship built in the last few years. These developments 


have reversed the rapprochement between New Delhi and Islamabad, which has 
probably one of the friendliest regimes towards India. General Zia's 
extended handshake seems to have been met with the clenched fist of Mrs 
‘andhi. ur relations have fallen victim to the proclivity of both sides 
to seek external whipping boys to substitute domestic failings. What is new 
is that the traditional popular consensus in either country regarding each 
other no more exists. 


the trading of mutual allegations of interference has raised the political 
temperature and led to a war of words which is likely to accentuate Mrs 
Gandhi eagerness to empathise with the anti-regime protests in Pakistan 
has been counter-productive, as it has detracted from the very purpose it 
was supposed to serve. The yearning for unadulterated democracy exists among 
the people ot Pakistan as it does among other freedom-loving, politically- 
conscious peoples. This legitimate desire for removing martial law and 
restoration of democratic order via fair and free elections stems from the 
issumption that continual denial of the constitutional rule of law would be 
injurious to our national interest. But his struggle for democracy is a 
problem for Pakistanis to sort out among themselves and no self-respecting 
Pakistani is willing to grant Mrs Gandhi or any other outsider the right to 
meddle in our affairs under the garb of "restoration of democracy." Were 
that the case, then Ronald Reagan's invasion and occupation of Grenada would 


be justified. 


Double Standards 

What is galling to observers in Pakistan is Mrs Gandhi's double standards which 
spout bleeding heart rhetoric for dissidents in Pakistan and Sri Lanka, while 
Incurrently using strong-arm tectics against her own Sikh and Muslim dissidents 
without batting an evelid. It is not difficult to visualise India's reaction 

if Pakistan were to respond to New Delhi's concern for Ghaffar Khan with an 


‘xpression of sympathy for, say, Bhindranwale. 














‘ 
" ; 
; 
' . ‘ 
, ¥ ’ 
-¢ ; 5 on 
i 
. ‘ 
_ ‘ 
| i | . 
, ‘ ’ 
‘ , 
i ’ ; ; ’ Vi 14 
tna i l i ‘US id »UPDOTT i 
’ ‘ . 
’ 
1 
‘ 
> ’ ‘ ‘ ‘ ; ‘ I | t I 
l it] Vi : ’ ? ) : 
u 4 A. 4 it 
j } > > : > " 
. 4 ) | 
‘ . -4 
i ; . =. i »t'¢ ads CS oe 
; . etl idl 
, ‘ ] 
¥ ¥ 
i Lil i ; ‘ } 1 ’ - ta } raAnn A} 4 | ae | 
. i i ilnst r ral 4 lita! 
A wa ULL li 
. l ! } ‘7 hy Ina r9 =) , + ) 
i i | ie ; a S 
,  - . > 
, . +4 : } 
) " 
i J i eT 
, } , , > } 
i ‘ . ’ - + 
| : > rronrt ¥ > + . 
, ; ‘ 
} ‘ . , 
| i t i i | i Il | I Cl 
| Lil i ‘ S 
, ' 7 
‘ ) ‘ , ’ ’ ] ] 
wi , ; i ‘ i i «i ‘ i { ry it } 
i i i i i | i if 
P , 
’ ? ' } 
} I : itn I i { 
ww ad ‘ : . ) : 
‘ 4 ‘ A > 
; ’ \ 
) T | 
| Vil i i i ; Lié eT | it nae [ ) 
‘4 ‘ At 
} r yi; ? ) , ‘ 
i | i ij i ‘ s>TY ) a ae ; " 
‘ . . ‘ _ 
; 
iia 
' , y r 
i i Vv 1Ce if [ Laa [ 
| LJ ici | LT 
a | | | A 
. : 
‘ m , ’ r ; 
’ i vt i ‘ } ; _ 
i J i l 
} , ; ? 
j } i iT? , ; " 
‘ . ‘ ™ : ; 
. > , ’ . 
‘ . ‘ { 
} i j , “mF +r ¢ " , 
° ‘ » a | 
. 
P , . , . ‘ -~+ ‘ 
} ‘ 
| 
. ‘ ‘ 
: ‘ ‘ . ] 
. ‘ ‘ 
. " 
. . i i I 
' ‘ —_ 
" 
’ ) a y ’ 
, ' ‘ ‘ ‘ > ‘ y 
‘ . I [ 
' 
> 





) 
; 
() | 
i oe 
~ 2 
‘ 
} 
RX 4 
® i 
= > 
i | ‘ 
: 


, 
' " 
wt i 
ix | 
: i 
; ; 
i 
' 
i 
; ; 
; 
i 
Zt } 
‘ 
i 
) 
‘ 
, 
wil 


, 

4 
. 
Lic 

y 


: 
, 
’ 
i 
: 
, 


; 
i 

‘ 
+ 


t 
’ 
= 
ii 
Y 
i 
| 
w 
’ 
‘ 
yy 
= 


y 
’ ‘ 

f it 
; 

. A’ 

t 
Te. 


* > 
y 
+ 
- » 
‘ 
~ 
yt) 
‘ 
r 
Li/ 
iy 
| 
; 
~4 
A 
w 
he 


1e 
i, 
mR Ad 

’ 


, 
, 
‘ 
, 
, 
, 
Y 
i 
: ivy 
AW 
51 
at 
ry 
.¢ i 


s 
. . 
‘ 

i 
»« 
; ; 
| 
= 
ym ii 
a 
> 
iDi 
if 
AA 
nia 
Ai 
“ari 
Aka 
§ 
he 


‘ 
’ 
y 
i 
] 
ig 
i : 
lan 
» . 
, 
ect 
n . 
wO 
rse @d 
i SCO 
, > 
l . ( 
rOrYrea’y 
I ] 
? 
] 
= 
La . 
] 1 
Citid 
»} 
} 
i il U! 
stanc 
ith 
r4 Av ‘ 
| 
- 
13 


. 


K i 
nn 4 
Ud 
i 
4 
AS 
4 
ie 


> 
’ 
+ 
; 
Té 
: 
ry 
‘ 
; 
‘ 
> 
\ 
; 
‘ 
y 


. 
; 

} 

W 

1a 


‘= 

, 
~~ + 
ba 
A 


+ 
‘ 
y 
5a 
}Y 
ai 
i 
; 
i 
+ + 
A 4 
" 


< 
, + 
Li 
eT 
‘ 
. 2 
e 
14 
id 
é 
y 








, 
> 
, 
, 
, 
a. 
i 
+ 
tn 
o ¢ 
] 
| 
»Ve 
ee 
ne 
*} 


TT 











: 4 4 
/ 
4 - 
~ 
pet + 
7 ~ 4 
4 . 
+ ¥ > 
~~ + bung 
~ + _ 
~~ + 
4 = « r 
c ~ ~ ‘ 
~ ‘ 
* 
> ~ / 
4 - 4 oud 
‘ 7 ~ 
o . 
o ~ 
- ‘ ¥ 
x ‘ . 
" 
> 4 4 
> + b ‘ 
- ‘ 
r - 
4 b se | : 
v “ 
- ~« 


¢ | & ¢& 
— —- 
- m- ‘ 
4 + 
r . 
j on) r 
- f j 
oe 
+/ 
ie | 
~~ > ae 
- 
i / 
z 
~~ 
> + 
_ 
L ‘ ’ o—4 
~ ww 
> ~~ - 
< ~ 
- - ~ 
- 
-- 
4 > 
m@ «= “ 
. > 
~ : 
os > a 
~ 
_ _ 
i + 
~~ 
> 











it SU families to emulate the Joneses and tritter away their scanty 
resout .s the mad race and hanker after unearned income resorting to graft 
ind exploring other illegitimate avenues to augment their legitimate income. 
While all this has led to a variety of distortions in the economic pattern of 
the intry and the high rate of inflation has whipped up prices of essential 

modities which now appear to be escalating almost by the week, fixed income 

sroups tind themselves in a quandary. The unscrupulous know how to get over 
their problems and do succeed by hook or by crook in resolving them. But 

iose who will not sell their conscience, or those who cannot lose sight of 
od's commandments or are afraid of the law, find themselves constrained to 
whittle down even their essential requirements in terms of food and clothing. 


uur economic experts are quick to assess the impact of every price rise and 
tell the nsumer the extent to which it has eroded his income. For instance, 
when the price of vanaspati was raised by Rs 2.80 per kg, it was said how 
mall a dent it would make in the consumer's income. We were told that for 
1 .Ousehold of three with a monthly income of Rs 1500 it would be no more 
than .3 percent. No one can dispute the accuracy of this calculation. But 
if the Finance Ministry were to take the trouble of working out the impact 
increase in the prices of every item of daily use--wheat or ‘ata," pulses, 
etables, mutton, beef, milk, spices etc as also gas and electricity--and 
idd these to that of vanaspati, one is sure it would be hesitant to confront 
the consumer with the damage his income has sustained as a result. 


The latest item to take consumers by storm is onion, the price of which has 
taken a phenomenal leap that should be the envy of pole-vaulters of Olympic 


fame. It has jumped from six rupees a Kilo to Rs 16 now. Some retailers 
in Satellite Town, Rawalpindi quoted this commodity at the incredible price 
of Rs 20 per kg, which threatens to impinge on the prices of vegetables 


ind other edible items. Can anyone in the Ministry of Finance or Agriculture 
iccount for this giant stride the innocent looking onion has taken to render 
every morsel of food vapid for the discomfited dwellers of this God-given 


oaringe prices and static salaries of employees in government departments 
ind private organisations have forced more and more people to pocket what 
little they had of pride and make openly for landa bazar to buy for them- 
selves and their families second hand clothes, worn and discarded by people 
in distant lands. Why would the high-ups, who bedeck themselves in saville 
tow suites, or get their national costumes tailored in imported woollen, 
stton or synthetic fabrics, bother to give even a fleeting thought to the 
light of the denizens of the islands of want dotting their sea of affluence 
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{package f Punjab amounting 
R., 4700 n with a foreign 
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: deter ed till 
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rope amime 
ng mdustry, urban development 
{drainage among ott 

One of the are 


} t! dtranpement sougnt 0D 


vent 


} ii povernment 

beheved to have been incorporated 
ad report sent to prope 

quarters, i that the World Bank 

diced projects must ettectively 

help the area for which they are 

Lil { 


Itas areued that a net saving of 10 


to 29 per cent could have been 
made and additional projects 
would have been launched had the 


tunds through the World 
been channelled directly to 
provincial governments, of 
with the final but formal 


tiow «of 


Bank 


thie 


COuTS¢ 
approval from Islamabad 
In this connection, the statt ap 


pra.ser report, transfer of technol 
oxy actually required and saving of 
overhead expenditures have he 
come the crun of discussion among 
the quarters concerned 

It is also being pointed out that 
now a sizeable torce ot local plan 


CQUILp pre d 


gd technocrats 
Kn 


pective tleid has 


' ’ 


ther Tt 


the 


wledse u 


returned t 


ot the job 


counter 


ror 


Checking 


ountry most 


and 
checking and 
identification 
ettectively by the ¢ 


secretariats 


could fe 


priorities 


gone | 


mnected 
T hie report, which is believed to 
have breve n compiled also Rives a 
brief on the 
av tual spendings on projects pertu 
nent to the economic requirements 
tand thoce Just put on the 


COMparadlive Issue OT 


ol an are 


list to —s be adjusted on the 
programme 
Ihe case of ayriculture exten 


sion, pest control and drainage 
svstem had ben made as reterence 

Lhe heavy losses to cotton ¢ rop this 
vear has reportedly been cited as a 
result of decisions at higher level 
In this regard the appheation of 
pest ides. timings set tor thei sup 
ply and comparatively better, even 
bumper crop in some pockets have 
been rete { 


mrad 


Several other example: cave also 
been 

provided as “food for throughout” 
regarding anticipated losses to the 
provincial and national economies, 
an indifterent 


1 by the 


aS a whole, in Case 


, 
attitude was ad pt People 
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4600, 


RESHAPED, 


ENLARGED 


in English 15 Dec 83 


The Sind Governor, Lt-Gen. SM 
Abbasi, has reconstituted and en 
larged the Sind Provincial Council 
with immediate eftect 

According to a notification ts 
sued on Wednesday, the House has 
been expanded trom 68 to 75, an 
increase of seven members 

An ofticial handout said the ex 
panded house gives increase t rep 
resentation to ladies whose seats 
have been doubled, as well as to 
special interests, journalists, and 
the Ulema 

Although the text of the notifica 
tron was not made available to the 
Press till late Wednesday night, it 
is learnt that the KMC gets three 
more seats — one for a lady 
member and two tor male council 
lors — and additional! one seat each 
to newspaper industry, business 


214 


p 


l 


and industry, the women, popula 
uien, and the Scheduled Caste 

This raises KMC’s total represen. 
tation in the Provincial Council to 
eight — three lady councillors and 
five male councillors 

The newspaper industry’s share 
will be a total of three (instead of 
two previously ), trade and industry 
will now have two representatives 
instead of one previously 

There was no representative of 
the Scheduled Caste in the outgo 
ing House. They now get one seat 

Khairpur will have an additional! 
seat for a lady member, while the 
overall representation of the 
Ulema in the House has been cen 
siderably increased 

The following are the members 
of the reconstituted and expanded 
Provincial Council 
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EWS PROJECTS 


Dec 83 pp 


ISLAMABAD, Dec 14. The O1¢ 
Standing Committee on Scientific 
and Technological Cooperation on 
Wednesday discussed 16 specific 
projects proposed tn the 20-year 
Action Plan presented by the 
group-of tous T he committee 
which held two plenary sessions to 
day, heard elaboration of the pro 
jects and 
delegates 

Among project 
are establishment 


observations by 


taken up today 
of nine institutes 
of ditferent disciplines including 
computer technology, scientific in 
struments development, physica! 
standards, water resources man 
agement, science miandge 
ment, tropical medicine, soil sci 
ences, transter ot technology, and 
renewable energy research 

The committee also discussed 
the setting up of an Islamic um 
yersity of science and technbdlogy, 
Islamic academy of 
Jamic federation of research insti 
tutes, the association of uni- 
versities of the Muslim countries, 
Islamic centre for genetic en 
Linecring and bio-technology, Is 
lamuc plant genetic research centre 
and gene bank, and centre for sci 
policy and techno-economi 


space 


scrences, Is 


ence 
studies 

Head of Saudi Delegation Shaikh 
Hisham Nazer, whe 
the morning session, 1n his opening 
remarks great role 
played by Pakistan under the lead 
ership ot President Zia-ul-Hagq for 


this pr morion Of Scie nce and rec h 


presided over 


commended 


nologv in the Islamic worid 

Or Salim Mahmud of Pakistan, in 
his presentation on the establish 
“Islami 


ment of 


institute of space 
research”, 


‘ tr 
and upper atn 


iT sphe Te 


13 


explained objectives of the inst: 
tute and also gave an idea of the 
work being done in Pakistan with 
regard to space sciences 

The head of Turkish delegation. 
in his broad remarks on all projects 
taken up by the committee, said th- 
ese were too many projects which 
gave an impression that the com 
mittee was spreading itself too 
thinly. He said some of these pro 
jects could be consolidated 

Shaikh Hisham Nazer, who is also 
one of four vice chairmen of the 
current meeting, observed that the 
projects had been submitted be 


fore the committee for review but, 


as he understood, none of the docu 
ments presented at the meeting 
would be sent to the Islamic sum 
mit next month 
Dr Munir Ahmed Khan 
Pakistan), while elaborating prop 
osal for setting up of Islamic insti 
tute of computer technology, said 
Ummah countries were by and 
large backward and dependent on 
the developed countries in compu 
ter technology 
The head of Sudanese delega- 
jtion, in his observations on this 0« 
casion, lauded great eftort made by 
Ithe group-of-four in preparing the 


|plan 
| The 


Moroccan dplegate em 
lphasised that there should be an 
\Islamic perspective based on sol 
lidarity and inter-dependence. He 
said while taking into account the 
financial implications, — stress 
should also be laid on ethnical and 
moral perspective 

The session after tea break was 
over by second Vice 
Datuk Suleman Hay) 
Malavsia who in his 


presided 
Chairman 
Dawood ot 


PAKISTAN 








pref remarks lauded the tremend 
ous efforts made by Pakistan 


Dr Ali Kettans, Director General 
f Islam Foundation tor Science 
Technology and Development (It 
STAD), explaining details of prop 
sal for setting up of Islamic um 
versity of science and technoiogy 
called for uniting efforts ot all 
members states im 4 _— tree 
atmosphere 

Dr Kettam: said the university 
would be set up in Morocco and a 
tour-member committee has been 
set up tor the purpose. He disclosed 
that President Zia-ul-Haq has ag 
reed to head this committe 


Dr MEH. Kazi (Pakistan), while 
presenting elaboration on proposal 
for setting up of Islamic institute of 
plant genetic resources, warned 
that rapid and extensive spread of 
high vielding varieties developed 
by Western-based multinational 
companies may lead to the disap 
pearance of the original germ 
plasm from the Islamic countries 

Mr Z.A. Hashim (Pakistan) exp 
laining proposal for Islamic centre 
for science policy and techno- 
economic studies said the centre 
would identify science and technol 
Ogy priorities tor the Ummah. 


Mr Munir Ahmed Khan, in his 
Presentation on setting up of Is- 
lamuc institute of genetic engineer- 
ing and dio-technology, said it was 
a very important technology and 
the Muslim world must acquire it 
before the West starts putting im- 
pediments in its easy transfer 

Major General LH. Burney 


(Pakistan) elaborated the pr posal 

for Islamic institute of tropical dis 
ases and said our major health 
roblem was tropical diseases 
hich have sapped the energies ot 

the Islamic world. 

2? Mr Asif Ali Sheikh (Pakistan 

his proposal on the establishmen: 

of an Islamic institute of renewable 

energy sources tor research and de 

Velopment, said that the dey eloped 


countries with 20 per cent of world 
population were using SO per cent 
of commercial energy while de 
Yeloping states with 80 per cent 
Population were using 20 per cent 
energy 


Dr SMH. Bokhari (Pakistan), 
Speaking on the proposal of water 
fesources Management, said that it 
should conduct research to replace 
fonventional and outdated 
methods 

Dr MM. Qureshi, speaking on 

the proposal tor setting up Islamu 
centre for scientific Instrumenta 
tion, said the Muslim states should 
have adequate arrangements for 
manufacture and maintenance ot 
such equipment 


Mr Qureshi speaking on the prop 
osal of setting up Islamic institute 
tor physical standards, said this 
was essential to ensure quality of 
goods 


The representative of the Islamic 
Foundation for Science, Technol 
ogy and Development (IFSTAD 
spoke on the proposal of establish 
ing an Islamic academy of 
scrences. —APP 
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BODY SET UP TO STUDY PUNJAB ROAD TRANSPORT PROBLEMS 


Sslamabad THE MUSLIM in English 14 Dec 83 p 8 
Excerpt | Lahore, Dec 13--The Punjab Governor has set up a high powered 


mmittee to study the problems ot Punjab Road Transport Board (PRTB) and 
) Suggest wavs and means of making it a financially viable organisation. 
his wa stated by Brig (Retd) Liaquat Israr Bokhari, Managing Director of 
VRTB in an interview with The Muslim here today. 

lt may be recalled that the organisation is suffering losses worth millions of 
rupees due to what is stated, wrong policies of the previous government. 


He said the entire fleet of PRTB consisted of 797 old buses on which huge 


expenditure was being incurred to keep them road-worthy. The number of 
ehicli ylaying on roads was 1092 in June 1980 which dropped to 818 and 697 


’ 


in June 1982 and December this year, respectively. 

He said 14 independent units located at various important cities of the 

province were controlling the operational activities of 124 routes. The 

present depleted fleet of the PRTB covered carrying 1,40,500 kilometres 
irrying 75,00 passengers and 10,000 students daily. 


He said ever since its inception in 1972, the PRTB was incurring losses. 
actors responsible for the heavy debt burden and losses were beyond 


~ 
4 
. 


the yntrol of the organization. 


Explaining causes of losses he said the board was formed with a deficit of 

ts 1.58 crores. Unplanned induction of 3,352 buses purchased through the 

lebenture loan during 1973-75 at a very high rate of interest had put the 

Yrganization at the perpetual disadvantage and unavoidable burden or regular 

lepreciation charges coupled with compound and penal interest. These buses 

vere inducted without creating proper organizational, technical and adminis- 
itive infrastructure for efficient handling of such a large fleet which also 


tC 
idversely affected the economic viability of the organization. Further during 


the vear 1973-74 PRTB had only seven depots which could maintain and operate 
in optimum fleet of 1400 buses and with the induction of 3,352 buses in a 


riod of 2 t } vears, the workshop/maintenance facilities became inadequate 








resulting in poor serviceability of the fleet. It was onlv after tour to 
five years that PRTB was able to establish the requisite depots and work- 
shops. He said now when the facilities were adequate, buses had outlived 
their economic Life. 


He said ot 750 substandaid buses during the year 1973-75 was another 
contributory factor for cumulative losses of the organization. With the 
mass introduction of buses, a horde of untrained and unqualified drivers 
and mechanics were also employed which resulted in frequent accidents and 
damage to the buses. | 


Another factor for deficit, he said, was payment of huge amounts to the 
surplus staff and maintaining the level of fares less than the operating 
cost. The rise in fare was not proportionate to the expenditure which had 
shot up by 392 percent. 


Brig Liaquat Israr Bokhari disclosed that according to World Bank report of 
1975 bus users in Pakistan paid 1 U.S. cent for a three mile ride as against 
40 cents in Washington, 30 cents in London, Paris, Tokyo and 3 cents in India. 
Thase were some of the main factors responsible for losses to the PRTB 

besides others including 50 percent students concession on inter-city routes 
which constitute 7 to 10 percent of the total passengers and operation on 
certain uneconomical and unremunerative routes in the public interest with- 
out any subsidization. 
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PAKISTAN 


PRIVATE SECTOR AUTOMOBILE PLANT APPROVED 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 8 Dec 83 p 8 


[Text ] 


ISLAMABAD, Dec. 7: Approval 
has reportedly been given at the 
highest decision-mak level for 
manufacturing medium-sized cars in 
the private sector, ft was learnt here 
today. ; 

The Rs 400-million joimt 
venture project to produce Morris 
Ital cars with diesel engines would 
beset up near Shekhupurm. The 


‘car plant, reportedly secondhand 


-with residual life of 10 years, is 
expected to produce 3,000 cars in 
the first year. From the fourth 
‘year it would start producing 5,000 
‘cars most of which are to be used 
as taxis. 

After quick approval by the 
Planning mmission and the 
Ind ustries wei the propoml ran 
into stiff resistance from the Pro- 
duction people who now enjoy the 
monopoly of producing the 
country’s only car, Suzuki. 

The objection to the propoml 
stemmed from the apprehension 
that Suzuki might not be able to 
comme: cially compete with Morris, 
although the new car would be 


co stier. 
They also pointed out that the 


acceptable. But they were told that 


.gince the project is in a joint 


venture Why worry about the rate 
of return or loss in the cost of 
saving the dollar. 

The: plant will be purchased 
from the British Leyland who are 
siid to have offered to buy 15 per 
cent of the total equity. Of the rest. 
35 per cent equity would be 
financed by Arab partners and the 
remaining by Pakistani investors 
The first car will roll out of the 

lant within 15 months of the 
Orinal sanction, it was further 
learnt. 

Presently there is a demand of 
12,000 small and medium-sized cars 
in the country. This demand is 
projected to rise to 25,000 by 
1991-92. The country’s annual 
production capacity of small cars is 
now about 10,000 cars at the 
Suzuki plant. 


_ At Morris Ital plant the dele 
tion programme would start with 
25 per cent, and by the end of 
fourth year of production it would 
be about 90 per cent. By then the 
estimated price of the car would 
come down to Rs 61,000 against 


\its first year price of Rs 81,000. 

The new car Will have four 

. doors with seating capacity for five 

, persons and is expected to do 
100 kilometres on 4.5 litre diesel. 


economic rate of return would be 


/ 12 cent compared with 20 
= cent considered as minimum 
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